
Sentence Composing Tools: Opening Adverb

DEFIN ITION

An adverb at the beginning of a sentence. A comma follows an opening adverb.
All adverbs give information about an action.

Adverbs that tell how an action happened (quickly, slowly, rapidly) almost always
end in ly. Other adverbs tellwhen an action happened (now, then, yesterday), or
where an action happened (overhead, nearby, underneath).

How: Quickly, they flung a rope with a hook towards him.

J. R. R.Tolkien, The Hobbit

When: Overnight, Jem had acquired an alien set of values and was trying to impose
them on me.

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird

Where: Outside, beyond the low, white fence, a wagonette with a pair of cabs was
waiting.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles

Single Opening Adverbs:

1. Reluctantly, the boy fastened the collar on the bear cub.

Hal Borland, When the Legends Die

2. Soon, he reached the thicket of pepper trees.

Carl Hiassen, Hoot

3. Slyly, I tried to check my teammates for any sign that they recognized the
wrongness of the movement.

Pat Conroy, My Losing Season

Multiple Opening Adverbs:

4. Quickly and quietly, over the guard's head, George walked away.

Hans Augusto Rey, Curious George

5. On and on, they walked, but the view did not yaty.

J. K. Rowling, Hary Potter and the Half-Blood Prince



6. Instantly, obediently, Jonas
behind his family's dwelling.

had dropped his bike on its side on the path

Lois Lowry, The Giver

PRACTICE 1: MATCHING

Match the opening adverbs with the sentences. Write out each sentence, inserting
the opening adverbs at the caret (") and underlining them.

Sentences:

1. ^ the branches rustled.

Lloyd Alexander, The Book of Three

2. " I climbed over the scraggly rocks,
slippery from the evening dew.

R. L. Stine, Ghost Beach

3. " like a mother with a little child,
she led the heartbroken old man
out of the watchers' line of vision,
out of the circle of lamplight.

F. R. Buckley, "Gold-Mounted Guns"

Opening Adverbs:

a. Gently,

b. Overhead,

c. Slowly, very slowly,

^ the snake raised its head until its
eyes were on a level with Harry's.

d. Unsteadily,

J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

^ she limped across the room and
sat in her chair by the window.

e. Up, up,

Eleanor Coerr, Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes

PRACTICE 2: UNSCRAMBLING TO IMITATE

In the model and the scrambled list, identify the opening adverb. Next,
unscramble and write out the sentence parts to imitate the model. Finally, write
your own imitation of the model and identify the opening adverb.

4.

5.
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MODEL: Slowly, she slid the rest of the way down, and vanished.
Michael Cichton, Prey

a. she washed the grease from the plate

b. carefully

c. and rinsed

PRACTICE 3: COMBINING

In the model, identify the
imitate the model. Finally,

TO IMITATE

opening adverbs. Next, combine the list of sentences to
write your own imitation of the model and identify the

a.

b.

opening adverbs.

MODEL: Up, up, Icarus went, soaring into the bright sun.

Olivia Coolidge, Daedalus

Around, around, Rex chased.

He was circling around his own tail.

PRACTICE 4: IMITATING

Identify the opening adverbs in the models and sample imitations. Then choose
one of the models and write an imitation of the entire sentence, one sentence part
at a time. See if your classmates can guess your model.

Models:

1. Twice, when the train lurched, he sat up, looking around fiercely.
Robert Lipsyte, The Contender

Sample: Sometimes, when the sun dazzled, she went outside, playing outdoors
joyfully.

2. Later, when it was time for the smaller children in the cabin to go to bed,
Sounder's master got up, put on his overall jacket, and went outside.

William Armstrong, Sounder
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Sample: Sometimes, after it had been repeatedly announced for students to put
their books away, the teacher walked forward, picked up the chalk, and wrote
down names.

3. Further south, they saw the graceful necks of the apatosaurs, standing at the
water's edge, their bodies mirrored in the moving surface.

Michael Crichton, lurassic Park

Sample: Once daily, Jenny picked an armful of lovely flowers, strolling
throughout the garden, her smile lit by the sun.

PRACTICE 5: EXPANDING

Below are sentences with the opening adverbs omitted at the caret mark ("). For

each caret, add an opening adverb, blending your content and style with the rest

of the sentence.

1. ^, Jonas concentrated on the screen, waiting for what would happen next.

Lois Lowry, The Giver

2. ^ and ^, they drove through the darkness, and though the rain stopped, the
wind rushed by and whistled and made strange sounds.

Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden

3. ^, ^ and ^, he got up.

Lynne Reid Banks, The Indian in the Cupboard

CREATIVE WRITING

Composing a paragraph-Pretend that you are one of the professional writers
listed below who has written the first sentence of a long story. Use one of the
sentences as the first sentence in a paragraph that will begin that story. Create the
rest of the paragraph. Just as the writers' sentences use opening adverbs, within
your paragraph use opening adverbs and other sentence-composing tools you've
learned to make your paragraph memorable.

Reminder: Don't try to write a complete story. Write only the first paragraph of
that story! (Maybe later you'll want to write the entire story!)
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1. Outside, she saw only a calm, beautiful night.
Walter Lord, A Night to Remember

Suddenly, coming out of Turn 5 on the fifth lap, the race again became a

contest instead of a Sunday drive.

Gene Olson, The Roaring Road

3. Then, as quickly as it had become a tiger, the specter changed into a man with
the face of a rat.

Walter Dean Myers, Legend of Tarik
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