
CHAPTER 8

SCORING

As explained in the Introduction, the ACT includes four multiple-choice tests
(English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) and an optional
essay. This chapter will provide more information on the format of the ACT
Reading Test and briefly discuss how this test is scored.

The ACT Reading Test has four passages of about 600-800 words each, fol-
lowed by ten questions, for a total of forty questions. You will have 35 minutes
to complete the Reading Test. The Reading Test is not meant to test your knowl-
edge about a particular subject. Instead, it is designed to measure your reading
comprehension-that is, how well you understand, evaluate, and assimilate
written material across a variety of subjects. You should answer the questions
based only on the information presented in the passage or passages, not on
any prior knowledge that you might have of the subject. You might be asked
to draw a conclusion (inference), but you should only do so based on what the
writer's words actually say or imply.

The test authors choose subject matter that they think will be representative
of the type of material that you will have to read in college. All of the passages
on the actual ACT come from material that has been previously published.
Therefore, you can rely on the fact that the passages are well edited and will
be correct in terms of their grammar, punctuation, and overall structure.

The four passages will be of four different types, as follows:

o Prose fiction (excerpts from novels and short stories)
. Humanities (passages with topics from arts and literature, often biogra-

phies of famous authors, artists, musicians, etc.)
. Social sciences (History, Sociology, Psychology, and other areas of Social

Studies)
. Natural sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc.)

X ANATOMY OF AN ACT READING QUESTION

As explained in the Introduction, each multiple-choice Reading Test question
includes four answer choices (A, B, C, and D for odd-numbered questions or
F, G, H, and J for even-numbered questions). The answer choices correspond
to the circles (bubbles) on your answer sheet.

Figure 8.1 illustrates the basic structure of an ACT Reading Test passage
and question.

FORMAT AND
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Passage

Answer
Choices

Scientists know very little about the eating habits of our ancestors who lived
over two and a half million years ago. To solve this problem, scientists have started
examining chimpanzees'hunting behavior and diet to find clues about our own
prehistoric past.

It is not difficult to determine why studying chimpanzees might be beneficial.
Modern humans and chimpanzees are actually very closely related. Experts believe
that chimpanzees share about 98.57o of our DNA sequence. If this is true, humans
are more closely related to chimpanzees than to any other animal species.

1. The main purpose of the passage is to: 
] Question Stem

A. explore biological and physiological between humans and
chimpanzees.

B. examine the hunting behavior and diet of chimpanzees and compare it to
human activity.

C. discuss the health benefits of eating and hunting meat while simultaneously
predicting the effect of this behavior on chimpanzee offspring.

D. bring attention to the pioneering research of Dr. Jane Goodall in Tanzania.

Figure 8.1

A heading that includes information about the passage type, title, and author
precedes each Reading Test passage. This information might prove useful in
understanding the passage, so don't forget to read it. The different question
types found on the ACT Reading Test and strategies for each of the types will
be discussed in Chapter 1.1, "Strategies and Techniques."

T THE ACT READING TEST SCORE

Each of the ACT multiple-choice tests is given a score on a scale of 1-36.
In 2006, the average ACT Reading Test score in the United States was 21.4.
Your score will be rounded to the nearest whole number before it is reported.
The schools that you select to receive score reports will get three ACT Reading
Test scores: your total score based on all forty questions, a subscore based on
the Social Studies and Natural Science passages, and a subscore based on the
Prose Fiction and Humanities passages. Because most coileges and universi-
ties focus only on the total score, we have not included specific information on
calculating subscores. Check with the admissions departments at your schools
of choice to find out how (or if) they use Reading Test subscores.

Your ACT Reading Test score will be used along with the scores from
the other multiple-choice tests to calcuiate your composite score. Refer to
the Scoring Worksheets provided with the explanations for the Reading Prac-
tice Tests in this book to calculate your approximate scaled score (1-36) on
each test.

WHATS NEXT?

Chapter 9 includes an ACT Reading Diagnostic Test, which you should use
to determine vour current readiness for the real ACT Reading Test. Then,
read Chapters 10-12 to learn the best approach to answering the questions
on the simulated tests included in this book (Chapters 13 and 14), and on your
actual ACT.
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I SCORING WORKSHEET

SCORING WORKSHEET

On each ACT multiple-choice test (English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) you will
receive a SCALED SCORE on a scale of 1 to 36. Use the following guidelines to determine your
approximate SCALED SCORE on the ACT Reading Diagnostic Test that you just completed.

Step 1 Determine your RAW SCORE.

Your RAW SCORE is the number of questions that you answered correctly. Because there are
40 questions on the ACT Reading Test, the highest possible RAW SCORE is 40.

Step 2 Determine your SCALED SCORE using the following Scoring Worksheet.

Reading x 36: + 4O:
RAW SCORE * 2 ("correction factor)

SCALED SCORE

"The correction factor is an approximation based on the average from several recent ACT tests. It is most valid for scores in
the middle 50 percent (approximately 1.6-24 scaled composite score) of the scoring range. The scores are all approximate. Actual
ACT scoring scales vary from one administration to the next based upon several factors.

Your SCALED SCORE should be rounded to the nearest number according to normal rules. For example,
31.2 x 31 and 31.5 ry 32. If you answered 28 questions correctly on the Reading Test, for example, your
SCALED SCORE would be 25.
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W ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. The best answer is A. The bulk of this passage

is occupied by the conversation held between two
people, Nina and Jack VanSetten. This conversation

has undertones of tension and awkwardness, as sig-

naled by various statements such as, "'What does

he want?' she asked, her voice becoming hard";
"'Don't you dare put blame on my mom and mel

You don't even know us !' Nina could hear her voice
rising in anger"; and "'Thanks, Nina.' His relief
was palpable. Nina hated him for it." Statements

like these clearly indicate an unsettling situation,
making answer choice A best.

2. The best answer is H. According to the passage,

"Embarrassed to call him her father, she simply

referred to him as 'Rick.' It helped her to ignore the

biological ties she hated so much." This statement

serves as evidence that Nina had a distant and nega-

tive relationship with her father. Therefore, answer

choices F and G can be eliminated. Likewise, Rick
is her father, so he can't be an acquaintance to

himself. Eliminate answer choice J.

3. The trest answer is A. The passage states, "After
the death of her mother two years ago, Nina thought
she had abandoned her father's memory altogether."
This is seen in answer choice A.

4. The best answer is H. According to the passage,

Jack VanSetten began the conversation in "a barely
audible voice." When Nina couldn't hear him, he

replied with, "I'm sorry." Because Jack VanSetten

started the conversation in a reserved manner, and

then apologized to Nina, it is likely that he was

expressing genuine remorse and was sincere in his

apology.

5. The best answer is B. It is evident in the begin-

ning of the passage that Nina doesn't know who
is calling her, and doesn't expect the call to be of
much importance. Instead of focusing on the call,

she occupies herself with the scuffmark. This best

supports answer choice B.

6. The best answer is F. In the passage Jack states,

"I don't know, Nina. He just- the cancer made him
think a lot. He just said he wanted you to do the

memorial arrangements, and I promised him that

I'd take care of it." This statement suggests that

after having much time to think about things, Rick
had a change of mind and hearl.

7. The best answer is C. According to the passage,

after hearing the news of her father's death, Nina
felt sick. "There was silence on the line. Nina's
stomach began to tum. She felt the grilled cheese

sandwich she'd had for lunch begin to work its way
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up the back of her throat." This reaction indicates

that Nina felt both surprised and anxious about the

news, which best supports answer choice C.

8. The best answer is J. According to the passage,

when Nina asked why her father wanted her to make

the memorial arrangements, Jack responded with,
"I don't know, Nina. He just- the cancer made him
think a lot. He just said he wanted you to do the

memorial arrangements, and I promised him that I'd
take care of it." Instead of being preoccupied with
why Rick Sanders asked that his daughter make

the memorial arrangements, Jack seems to be con-

cerned with the promise he'd made to his friend,

which best suppofis answer choice J.

9. The best answer is C. Prior to the statement,
"Nina hated him for it," Nina agreed to making her

father's memorial arrangements, despite her desire

to decline the request. Jack VanSetten was relieved

at her acceptance. You can infer that Jack's relief
would irritate Nina because she wasn't looking
forward to the task he put before her.

The best answer is G. As depicted in the last para-

graph of the passage, Nina seems to be exhausted

by the process of making her father's memorial
arrangements. Just going through the movements

of preparing a snack and watching TV, Nina's

mind is somewhere else. Eventually, she lets her

thoughts take control: "Cradling the ice cream car-

ton, she leaned her head against the couch and

sighed heavily ... Nina's body became still as she

sadly muttered three short words, 'My father's
dead."' Nina finally acknowledges her grief, which
best supports answer choice G.

The best answer is B. The passage states, "As Ohio
was able to effectively influence federal policy to
protect its own interests, this example further shows

how federalism allows formerly sovereign govern-

ments of small states to have influence as a subunit.

In other words, as a subunit, even a small state

can gain limited autonomy by having a voice in
the central government." This best supports answer

choice B.

12. The best answer is H. The first paragraph of the

passage states, "... governing authority is best when

it is divided between a central governing body
and semi-autonomous subunits." This best supports

answer choice H.

13. The best answer is A. As stated in the passage,

federalism "... can prevent conflict and aggres-

sion among the states themselves," "... protect

minorities and individuals against injustice from

10.

11.
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their local governing bodies or from the central
government itself," and "... can also promote eco-
nomic prosperity." Therefore, answer choices B, C,
and D can be eliminated. This leaves answer choice
A, the duplication of various legal codes, excluded
from the positive aspects of federalism listed in the
passage.

14. The Lrest answer is G. In regard to the inter-
actions between a central governing body and

semi-autonomous subunits, the passage says they
serve to create a "... cohesive, though not restric-
tive, domestic policy." This best suppofis answer
choice G.

15. The best answer is C. As stated in the passage,

"When Michigan included the strip in its applica-
tion for statehood, Ohio's Congressional delegation
was able to halt Michigan's admission to the Union.
Both sides then raised militia and placed troops
along the disputed border." This information allows
for the elimination of answer choices A, B, and D.
Information in the passage does not support the
claim that Ohio ceded the entire strip of land to
Michigan.

16. The trest answer is J. As indicated by paragraph

two of the passage, when governments can't come
to a conclusion regarding a specific issue, "Reso-

lution is left to the courts of law." In other words,
it is up to the courts to come to a decision regard-
ing the issue at hand. Of the four answer choices,
answer choice J , decision, is most synonymous with
resolution.

17. The best answer is A. According to the pas-

sage, France's government involves a single level
of authority, with many regional deparlments.
Although France doesn't employ federalism, the
country still has a successful government. In this
way, the author is demonstrating how a government
doesn't have to employ federalism in order to be a

good gover:nment. The other answer choices are not
supported by the passage.

18. The best answer is H. The passage states, "In
theory, the center will protect all of its citizens
from any subunit injustice, as was the case with
the American civil rights movement." This best
supports answer choice H.

19. The best answer is D. According to the passage,

"Ideally, broad political participation keeps the sys-
tem fair for all citizens." The other answer choices
are not supported by the passage.

20. The best answer is G. The author states that fed-
eralism "... promotes economic competitiveness in
an increasingly global economy." In an answer to
the need to be globally competitive in the world,

ANSWERS AND EXPTANATIONS

the European Union was established. This serves

as an example that federalism both promotes and

responds to a changing global economy, answer
choice G.

The best answer is C. As stated in the passage, "...
TheWift of Barft has stood out as the most controver-
sial and interesting of them all ... Medieval scholars
have tirelessly studied The Wrfe of Bath in order to
capture the main character's meaning." This best
suppolts answer choice C. The other answer choices
are either too broad or not supported.

The best answer is J. According to the passage,

"The Canterbury Tales remains popular because

of its vivid characters and fascinating vignettes,"
which are drawn from "various social classes and

walks of life." This best supports answer choice J.

The best answer isA. The last paragraph of the pas-

sage indicates that many questions surround both
Chaucer and his writing. In regard to The Wife

of Bath, "Is this Chaucer's recipe for social har-
mony, or is it merely wish fulfillment on the part
of the Wife herself? Literary scholars have des-
perately tried to discover Chaucer's own views of
marriage and society through his characters." As
demonstrated in the passage, Chaucer and his wrir
ings exhibit mysterious undertones, making answer
choice A best.

The best answer is G. As stated in the passage,

Chaucer's use of the pilgrimage allowed him "to
bring together a few dozen characters from vari-
ous social classes and walks of life. Some ... are

based on real people. Others ... are little more
than archetypes." Based on this information. answer
choices F, H, and J can be eliminated. While
answer choice Ct, successful poets of the fourteenth
century, is included in the passage, it is unrelated
to Chaucer's use of the pilgrimage.

The best answer is B. The information in the lines
referenced in the question stem offers two differ-
ent ways in which the Wife's incorrect account of
Ovid can be interpreted. The author likely includes
this information as an example of the many ways
that Chaucer's work can be interpreted. Therefore,
answer choice B is best.

The best answer is H. As stated in the passage,

"The poem itself is unfinished and contains sev-
eral inconsistencies that reflect the need for further
revision." This best supports answer choice H.

The best answer is A. As stated in the second

paragraph of the passage, the Wife "... insists on
speaking her mind (loudly), rejecting the nega-

tive opinions and sexual constraints traditionally
placed upon women. She is lewd ...." Based on this
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information, you can eliminate answer choices B, C,

and D. According to the passage, the Wife actually
believes the opposite of the sentiment expressed

in answer choice A.: "She ... has the audac-
ity to use The Bible to attack clerical arguments
fromThe Bible dealing with chastity and virginity."
Therefore, answer choice A is best.

The best answer is E, The passage states, "As for
her verbosity, the Wife says she can't help it: all
women talk too much." The information following
the colon can be used to help determine the meaning
of verbositln. The Wife explains her own verbosity'
by highlighting the common opinion that all women
talk too much. Therefore, you can infer liom the

context thatverbosirln is synonymous with excessive

talking, answer choice F. The other answer choices
are not supporled by the context of the passage.

The best answer is D. As stated in the passage,

"Midas, she says, told his misfortune to his wife,
who, afraid she would burst from keeping the secret,

whispered it to the banks of a river where it spread

over the country." Mrdas' wife feared "bursting"
forth with the secret, which best supports answer
choice D.

The best answer is G. The passage indicates that
the knight didn't want to give his wife authority.
In fact, he had to be convinced to do so. After
finally granting his wife authority, her subsequent
surender must instill in him a sense of frustration
for having worked so hard to gain her submission,
only to have her so easily give it.

The best answer is B. In regard to heat lightning,
the passage states, "Instead, the terminology most
likely became popular because this form of lighr
ning is associated with air-mass thunderstorms in
warm weather." This best supports answer choice B.

The best answer is E, The passage implies that
there is much controversy regarding ball lightning.
"Some scientists still deny the phenomenon truly
exists. However, others claim to have documented
this peculiar form of electrical charge." This con-
troversy leads to a feeling of mystery regarding
ball lightning, much like that which surrounds heat
lightning.

The best answer is B. The passage states, "During
some thunderstorms, the iight from lightning bolts
can be seen as far as 100 miles away, depending
on the height of the bolt, the clarity of the air, and

the elevation of the viewer." Based on this informa-
tion, answer choices A, C, and D can be eliminated,
leaving you with answer choice B.

The best answer is J. The author uses this infor-
mation to introduce the idea that "... heat lightning
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is not a special type of lighting. Instead, heat
lightning is merely ordinary thunderstorm lightning
that appears too far away from the observer for
any thunder to be heard." This information, along
with the information describing the different fac-
tors affecting the sighting oflightning, explains how
people could see heat lightning, which best supports
answer choice J.

The best answer is A. As stated in the passage, once
thunder is refracted through the lower levels of the
atmosphere, "This refraction creates spaces through
which the sound of thunder does not disseminate."
This information best supports answer choice A.

The best answer is G. The passage states that,
"Therefore, the scientific import of ball lightning
is found in the general insight it gives into the basic
chemistry of regular lightning." The word import
refers to the important, or significant role that ball
lightning plays in the understanding of lightning.
The other answer choices are not supported by the
context of the passage.

The best answer is C. According to the pas-

sage, "Even scientists occasionally have difflculty
sorting through the fact and fiction to understand
exactly what lightning is and how it functions in
the atmosphere." Based on this information, you
can conclude that the information acquired from
scientists' studies of lightning has been inconclu-
sjye, answer choice C. The other answer choices
are not supported by the passage.

The best answer is H. In the last paragraptr of the
passage, bali lightning is described as "... a float*
ing, illuminated ball of extremely high energy"; "...
a glowing, hovering ball of light that moves slowly
near the ground before disappearing or exploding";
and "... regular lightning that has been chemically
altered." Based on this information, answer choices
A, G and J can be eliminated. Only answer choice
H is not mentioned in the passage.

The best answer is B. While the last paragraph of
the passage does detail one theory of ball lightning's
formation, it is important to note the passage's

emphasis on this being only one theory. Therefore,
the passage indicates that other aspects of the for-
mation of ball lightning are still open to furlher
study. The other answer choices are not supported
by the passage.

The best answer is G. As stated in the passage,
"According to one theory, ball lightning is regu-
lar lightning that has been chemically aitered after
striking an object with a highly metallic or oxide
composition." The other answer choices are not
supported by details in the passage.
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