
CHAPTER 8

SCORING

As explained in the Introduction, the ACT includes four multiple-choice tests
(English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) and an optional
essay. This chapter will provide more information on the format of the ACT
Reading Test and briefly discuss how this test is scored.

The ACT Reading Test has four passages of about 600-800 words each, fol-
lowed by ten questions, for a total of forty questions. You will have 35 minutes
to complete the Reading Test. The Reading Test is not meant to test your knowl-
edge about a particular subject. Instead, it is designed to measure your reading
comprehension-that is, how well you understand, evaluate, and assimilate
written material across a variety of subjects. You should answer the questions
based only on the information presented in the passage or passages, not on
any prior knowledge that you might have of the subject. You might be asked
to draw a conclusion (inference), but you should only do so based on what the
writer's words actually say or imply.

The test authors choose subject matter that they think will be representative
of the type of material that you will have to read in college. All of the passages
on the actual ACT come from material that has been previously published.
Therefore, you can rely on the fact that the passages are well edited and will
be correct in terms of their grammar, punctuation, and overall structure.

The four passages will be of four different types, as follows:

o Prose fiction (excerpts from novels and short stories)
. Humanities (passages with topics from arts and literature, often biogra-

phies of famous authors, artists, musicians, etc.)
. Social sciences (History, Sociology, Psychology, and other areas of Social

Studies)
. Natural sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc.)

X ANATOMY OF AN ACT READING QUESTION

As explained in the Introduction, each multiple-choice Reading Test question
includes four answer choices (A, B, C, and D for odd-numbered questions or
F, G, H, and J for even-numbered questions). The answer choices correspond
to the circles (bubbles) on your answer sheet.

Figure 8.1 illustrates the basic structure of an ACT Reading Test passage
and question.

FORMAT AND
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Passage

Answer
Choices

Scientists know very little about the eating habits of our ancestors who lived
over two and a half million years ago. To solve this problem, scientists have started
examining chimpanzees'hunting behavior and diet to find clues about our own
prehistoric past.

It is not difficult to determine why studying chimpanzees might be beneficial.
Modern humans and chimpanzees are actually very closely related. Experts believe
that chimpanzees share about 98.57o of our DNA sequence. If this is true, humans
are more closely related to chimpanzees than to any other animal species.

1. The main purpose of the passage is to: 
] Question Stem

A. explore biological and physiological between humans and
chimpanzees.

B. examine the hunting behavior and diet of chimpanzees and compare it to
human activity.

C. discuss the health benefits of eating and hunting meat while simultaneously
predicting the effect of this behavior on chimpanzee offspring.

D. bring attention to the pioneering research of Dr. Jane Goodall in Tanzania.

Figure 8.1

A heading that includes information about the passage type, title, and author
precedes each Reading Test passage. This information might prove useful in
understanding the passage, so don't forget to read it. The different question
types found on the ACT Reading Test and strategies for each of the types will
be discussed in Chapter 1.1, "Strategies and Techniques."

T THE ACT READING TEST SCORE

Each of the ACT multiple-choice tests is given a score on a scale of 1-36.
In 2006, the average ACT Reading Test score in the United States was 21.4.
Your score will be rounded to the nearest whole number before it is reported.
The schools that you select to receive score reports will get three ACT Reading
Test scores: your total score based on all forty questions, a subscore based on
the Social Studies and Natural Science passages, and a subscore based on the
Prose Fiction and Humanities passages. Because most coileges and universi-
ties focus only on the total score, we have not included specific information on
calculating subscores. Check with the admissions departments at your schools
of choice to find out how (or if) they use Reading Test subscores.

Your ACT Reading Test score will be used along with the scores from
the other multiple-choice tests to calcuiate your composite score. Refer to
the Scoring Worksheets provided with the explanations for the Reading Prac-
tice Tests in this book to calculate your approximate scaled score (1-36) on
each test.

WHATS NEXT?

Chapter 9 includes an ACT Reading Diagnostic Test, which you should use
to determine vour current readiness for the real ACT Reading Test. Then,
read Chapters 10-12 to learn the best approach to answering the questions
on the simulated tests included in this book (Chapters 13 and 14), and on your
actual ACT.
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I SCORING WORKSHEET

SCORING WORKSHEET

On each ACT multiple-choice test (English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) you will
receive a SCALED SCORE on a scale of 1 to 36. Use the following guidelines to determine your
approximate SCALED SCORE on the ACT Reading Diagnostic Test that you just completed.

Step 1 Determine your RAW SCORE.

Your RAW SCORE is the number of questions that you answered correctly. Because there are
40 questions on the ACT Reading Test, the highest possible RAW SCORE is 40.

Step 2 Determine your SCALED SCORE using the following Scoring Worksheet.

Reading x 36: + 4O:
RAW SCORE * 2 ("correction factor)

SCALED SCORE

"The correction factor is an approximation based on the average from several recent ACT tests. It is most valid for scores in
the middle 50 percent (approximately 1.6-24 scaled composite score) of the scoring range. The scores are all approximate. Actual
ACT scoring scales vary from one administration to the next based upon several factors.

Your SCALED SCORE should be rounded to the nearest number according to normal rules. For example,
31.2 x 31 and 31.5 ry 32. If you answered 28 questions correctly on the Reading Test, for example, your
SCALED SCORE would be 25.
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K ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. The best answer is D. In the passage, the narator
states, "Now years later, I am continuing to pre-
serve this history so that some day, my progeny
may learn from these stories and take comfort in
knowing that, though life may end, family goes

on forever." The narrator's desire to continue pre-
serving history marks the fond memories associated
with the practice.

2. The trest answer is G. As indicated by the passage,

the narrator and his grandfather "strolled through
a thicket" as they discussed their family history.
The passage then continues, "We continued to wan-
der through the copse." Because copse is used to
describe the setting, its dellnition can best be deter-
mined by referring back to the narrator's original
description of the setting, which was a thicket.
Therefore, the best answer is the one that is most
similar to a thicket.

3. The best answer is A. As described in the first para-
graph of the passage, the narrator found his close
family to be advantageous. For example, the narra-
tor states, "I saw my grandparents often, and they'd
tell me story after story of a past world and of the
people who dwelled in it." This statement implies
that without his grandparents close by to share their
stories, it would have been difficult for him to learn
of his family's past. This idea is demonstrated by
answer choice A-

4. The best answer is Fl. In the passage, the narrator
says of his grandfather, "It amazes me now, how
I've never seen the same shoebox emerge twice
from the attic; his family records are astounding."
This statement demonstrates the narrator's awe over
his grandfather's all-encompassing family records.

5. The best answer is C. The passage indicates that
the narrator is thankful for the time spent viewing
the photographs. "One by one, I felt the emotion
captured by these images, and I got the nagging
feeling that I might never otherwise know about
these people from my family's past. 'l am so glad
that you kept all of these photos and are here to
share their stories with me,' I said to my grandfa-
ther, wanting him to know just how much it meant
to me." This statement demonstrates the narrator's
feelings that without his encounter with his grandfa-
ther's records, he may never have known the many
stories of his past.

6. The best answer is G. As indicated by the narra-
tor in the last paragraph ofthe passage, "Now years

later, I am continuing to preserve this history so that
some day, my progeny may learn from these stories
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and take comfort in knowing that, though life may
end, family goes on forever." The narrator's refer-
ence to the present and future mark the last event
of the passage.

7. The best answer is D. In regard to the time spent
looking over the photographs, the narrator says to
his grandfather, "I am so glad that you kept all of
these photos and are here to share their stories with
me." This demonstrates the narrator's appreciation
for the time spent with his grandfather.

8. The best answer is J. Throughout the last para-
graph of the passage, the narrator makes statement
such as, "Our search lbr information uncovered
amazing historical documents such as ships' man-
ifests and handwritten marriage certificates," and,
"Now years later, I am continuing to preserve this
history so that some day, my progeny may lean.r

from these stories and take comfort in knowing
that, though life may end, family goes on forever."
These statements reveal the pride the narrator feels
at discovering and detailing his past.

9. The best answer is B. Throughout the passage
the narrator highlights his grandfather's earnest-
ness when sharing the family history. The narra-
tor also demonstrates his grandfather's humorous
personality. For example, the nalTator relays the
following when describing his walks through the
thicket with his grandfather: "Sometimes I knew
from which tree they had fallen, but my grandfather
had to give me hints for most of them. 'You had
better bring your bathing suit, because that one is
a . . .' he prompted me, showing his sense of humor."
This scene, as well as the grandfather's dedication
to the family history, is best characterized through
answer choice B.

10. The best answer is H. The narrator plans on "con-
tinuing to preserve this history so that some day,
my progeny may learn from these stories and take
comfofi in knowing that, though life may end, fam-
ily goes on forever." In this way, the narrator will
continue the work that his grandfather began.

11. The best answer is D. In the second paragraph,
the passage states that, "Modern immigration has
had a signiflcant impact on the size and design of
America's population." Near the end of that para-
graph, the author discusses the fact that immigrants
since the 1960s represent one-third of the total
population growth. The information about percent-
age of total population growth supports the claim
regarding the significance of immigration, making
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answer choice D the best answer. The other answer

choices are not supported by the passage.

12. The best answer is H. According to the para-

graph, "The Hart-CellarAct of 1965 and its ensuing

amendments made family reuniflcation a priority."
The examples that follow serve as support for this
statement.

13. The best answer is A. The passage states, "The

abolition of the national quotas encouraged immi-
grants from Eastern Europe, Southern Europe, and

Asia to come to America. Unfortunately, the origi-
nal Hart-Cellar Act and its later amendments also

established the first cap on immigrants from the

Western Hemisphere. This greatly affected immi-
gration from Central America, South America, and

Mexico." This statement demonstrates the idea that

while Eastern Hemisphere immigration increased,

it was at the expense of Western Hemisphere

immigration.

14. The trest answer is J. The passage states that,
"Texas, Arizona, Florida, California, Washington,

and Oregon are among the states with the largest

immigrant populations." Because New York is the

only answer choice not included in the above

statement, answer choice J is the best answer.

15. The best answer is B. According to the passage,

"In the 1800s, immigrants from Europe tended to
settle on the East Coast or in the Midwest."

16. The best answer is H. The passage states, "Modern
immigration, also known as post-1965 immigration,
has forever changed American society." This state-

ment suggests that post-1965 immigration legisla-
tion is largely responsible for today's immigration
status.

17. The best answer is A. As stated in the third para-

graph of the passage, "Although all ethnic groups

contribute to America's growth, Asian and Hispanic
immigrant populations continue to grow larger and

faster than all of the others." These two ethnic
groups are found in answer choice A.

18. The best answer is J. The fifth paragraph of the
passage states, "Many of the modern immigrants
arrive in America with jobs, college degrees, or
technical training, in stark contrast to the immi-
grants of the nineteenth century. Networks pro-
duced by family ties, friendships, and business

contacts enable immigrants to prosper in America
far more quickly than they were able to in the past."
This demonstrates the higher chances of success

experienced by modern immigrants in comparison

to nineteenth-century immigrants.

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

L9. The best answer is B. According to the second
paragraph of the passage, "In addition, the Hafi-
Cellar Act removed the longstanding ban on Asian
immigrants."

20. The best answer is H. According to the seventh
paragraph, "Thanks to the Hart-Cellar Act and

other legislation, America has become more than

a melting pot. With its modern immigration poli-
cies, America has become a land filled with united
and prosperous families." Answer choice H best

demonstrates the ideas of this statement.

21. The best answer is C. As stated by the author,
"That this divorce between the artist and his
public-this dislocation of the right and natural

relations between them-has taken place is certain.
The causes of it are many and deep-seated in our
modern civilization, and I can point out only a few
of the more obvious ones." It is clear through this

statement that the author's intent is to discuss that

which brought modern art and its artists to their
current form. This intent is best captured in answer
choice C.

22. The best answer is H. As seen in the flrst paragraph

of the passage, the author describes Fragonard as

"the last of the old masters." Because the "old"
in this statement refers to the earlier arlists, and

because the master artist in this statement can also

be defined as the great artist, answer choice H most

closely echoes the author's intent when describing
Fragonard.

23. The best answer is A. The author uses the second
paragraph to set up an idea upon which to expand

over the course of the passage: "The causes of it
are many and deep-seated in our modern civiliza'
tion, and I can point out only a few of the more

obvious ones."

24. The best answer is G. According to the passage,

David's success was problematic. "As the aim of
the Revolution was the destruction of aristocratic
privilege, it is not surprising that a revolutionary
like David should have felt it necessary to destroy

the traditions of an art created for aristocracy. In
his own art of painting he succeeded so thoroughly
that the painters of the next generation found them-
selves with no traditions at all." This idea is found
in answer choice G.

25. The best answer is D. Throughout the passage, the

author implies that the current state of art is not
the fault of modern artists, but rather the result of
choices made by earlier artists. This attitude seems

to be one of sympathy.
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26. The best answer is G. The phrase "an artist in his
degree" refers to the efforts put forth by the crafts-
man of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Because
craftsmen work toward perfecting their individual
skills, they were considered to be artists in their
own right. This idea is best demonstrated by answer
choice G.

27. "Ihe best answer is C. According to the passage,
"Our machine-making, industrial civilization, intent
upon material progress and the satisfaction of mate-
rial wants, has destroyed this popular art; and at the
same time that the artist lost his patronage from
above, he lost his support from below. He has
become a superior person, but he has no longer
a splendid nobility to employ him or a world of
artisans to surround him and understand him." This
best supports answer choice C.

28. The best answer is J. The author lists various
attributes in the flfth paragraph of the passage to
describe modern artists. "Having no compelling
reason for doing one thing rather than another, or
for choosing one or another way of doing things,
he is shown a thousand things that he may do and a
thousand ways of doing them. Not clearly knowing
his own mind he hears the clash and reverberation
of a thousand other minds, and having no certain-
ties he must listen to countless theories." Because
the only answer not found in this list of attributes
is that the modern artist must isolate himself from
other artists, answer choice J is best.

29. The best answer is C. According to the passage, "at
the same time that the artist lost his patronage from
above, he lost his support from below"', patronage
seems to reflect the encouragement and flnancial
support that artists received from the nobility who
employed them. A patron is a person who supports
with money or efforts, making answer choice C
best. The other answer choices are not supported
by the context of the passage.

30. The best answer is J. According to the first para-
graph of the passage, "Now if we look for the most
fundamental distinction between our modern art and
the art of past times, I believe we shall find it to be
this: the art of the past was produced for a pub-
lic that wanted it and understood it, by artists who
understood and sympathized with their public; the
art of our time has been, for the most part, produced
for a public that did not want it and misunderstood
it, by artists who disliked and despised the public
for which they worked." This statement illustrates
the split between modern artists and the modern
public. It is best summarized by the idea that artists
of the past understood their public, while artists of
the present renounce their public.
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31. The best answer is B. Over the course of the
passage, the author lists the possible catastrophic
effects of global warming. They include a shut-
down of the meridional overturning circulation,
and an increase in the prevalence of infectious dis-
eases. The author then concludes the passage with,
"Drastic changes in energy use cannot be expected
overnight, but the sooner adjustments are made,
the better are the chances of avoiding any potential
global disasters". It is clear that the author wants to
illustrate the disastrous effects of global warming,
and urge people to make life changes in order to
prevent them.

32. The best answer is H. According to the passage,
thermohaline circulation occurs when the follow-
ing happens: "The frigid winds of the Arctic and
Antarctic intensively cool the ocean water and
evaporate a portion of the water molecules, leav-
ing behind water with higher concentrations of
salt. Ice formation also leaves some salt behind
in the ocean. The highly dense ocean water in
these regions flows downhill along the sea floor,
displacing less dense water in a process called
upwelling. Some mixing occurs, diluting the salin-
ity of the densest mass." The passage explains that
the "mixing" dilutes salinity; it does not increase
it (answer choice H). So, answer choice H is the
condition that isn't a contributor to thermohaline
circulation.

33. The best answer is A. According to the passage,
"North America's massive, ancient, glacial lake,
Lake Agassiz, rapidly melted into the Great Lakes
and the St. Lawrence River, ultimately flowing into
the North Atlantic. Subsequent freezing of this top-
most layer of fresh water prevented polar winds
from cooling the liquid water beneath it. MOC was
stopped .. .." During MOC shutdown, the first thing
that happens is that glaciers melt.

34. The trest answer is E, According to the passage,
"The prediction of an impending shutdown of MOC
due to global warming is based in part on the pre-
vailing conclusion about the Younger Dryas, a cold
period on Earth that lasted about 1,300 years at the
end of the Pleistocene epoch." The author uses this
information to begin the third paragraph in order
to set up support for theories that suggest the pos-
sibility of another ice age as a resulr of global
warming.

35. The best answer is B. Of the four questions asked
in the answer choices, answer choice B is the only
one not answered by the passage. Answer choice A,
"What impact would a two-degree increase in tem-
peratures have on malaria transmission in Europe?"



216

is answered in paragraph four. Answer choice C,

"To what degree has the incidence of malaria

increased in the past decade?" is answered in
paragraph four. Answer choice D, "What, if any,

impact do shifting climate zones have on natural

predators?" is answered in paragraph five'

36. The best answer is J. The paragraph in question

discusses the effects global warming would have

on the spread of mosquitoes and, therefore malaria.

The phrase increasingly vulnerable refers to the

increasing capacity ofmosquitoes to spread to areas

of higher elevation and geographic latitude as a
result of global warming.

37. The best answer is C. In regard to carbon seques-

tration, the passage states, "Second, farmers, cor-

porations, and governments should participate in
carbon sequestration, the use offorests, grasslands,

the oceans, and new technologies to capture and

store carbon before it is released into the atmo-

sphere." Of the answer choices given, glaciers are

the only medium not listed when discussing carbon

sequestration.

38. The best answer is H. The final paragraph begins,

"If these scientific theories are correct, in order to
prevent further global warming, several steps must

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

be taken." The paragraph then goes on to offer a
few solutions to the problem of global warming,
which best supports answer choice H.

39. The best answer is A. According to the author,

"Whether we are faced with the next ice age, or

a potential resurgence of the plague, the conse-

quences of unchecked global warming could be

severe." This idea is best demonstrated by answer

choice A.

40. The best answer is H. The passage includes

statements such as "experts warn that catastrophic

changes to the Earth's environment could occur,"

and "another potential negative effect of increasing

global temperatures is an increase in the preva-

lence of infectious diseases," suggesting a growing

concern about the potential effects of increasing

global temperatures. Further, the passage states that,

"using computer modeling, some scientists have

predicted that an increase in global temperatures

of as little as two degrees Fahrenheit could double

the risk of malaria transmission in the majority of
Europe and a vast portion of the northern United

States." These statements, along with the context

of the passage as a whole, best support answer

choice H.


