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CHAPTER 8

SCORING

As explained in the Introduction, the ACT includes four multiple-choice tests
(English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) and an optional
essay. This chapter will provide more information on the format of the ACT
Reading Test and briefly discuss how this test is scored.

The ACT Reading Test has four passages of about 600-800 words each, fol-
lowed by ten questions, for a total of forty questions. You will have 35 minutes
to complete the Reading Test. The Reading Test is not meant to test your knowl-
edge about a particular subject. Instead, it is designed to measure your reading
comprehension-that is, how well you understand, evaluate, and assimilate
written material across a variety of subjects. You should answer the questions
based only on the information presented in the passage or passages, not on
any prior knowledge that you might have of the subject. You might be asked
to draw a conclusion (inference), but you should only do so based on what the
writer's words actually say or imply.

The test authors choose subject matter that they think will be representative
of the type of material that you will have to read in college. All of the passages
on the actual ACT come from material that has been previously published.
Therefore, you can rely on the fact that the passages are well edited and will
be correct in terms of their grammar, punctuation, and overall structure.

The four passages will be of four different types, as follows:

r Prose fiction (excerpts from novels and shofl stories)
. Humanities (passages with topics from arts and literature, often biogra-

phies of famous authors, artists, musicians, etc.)
. Social sciences (History, Sociology, Psychology, and other areas of Social

Studies)
. Natural sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc.)

X ANATOMY OF AN ACT READING QUESTION

As explained in the Introduction, each multiple-choice Reading Test question
includes four answer choices (A, B, C, and D for odd-numbered questions or
F, G, H, and J for even-numbered questions). The answer choices correspond
to the circles (bubbles) on your answer sheet.

Figure 8.i illustrates the basic structure of an ACT Reading Test passage
and question.

FORMAT AND
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Scientists know very little about the eating habits of our ancestors who lived
over two and a half million years ago. To solve this problem, scientists have started
examining chimpanzees'hunting behavior and diet to flnd clues about our own
prehistoric past.

It is not difficult to determine why studying chimpanzees might be beneficial.
Modern humans and chimpanzees are actually very closely related. Experts believe
that chimpanzees share about 98.57o of our DNA sequence. If this is true, humans
are more closely related to chimpanzees than to any other animal species.

Passage

1. The main purpose of the passage is to: ) Question Stem

A. explore biological and physiological similarities between humans and
chimpanzees.

B. examine the hunting behavior and diet of chimpanzees and compare it to
human activity.

C. discuss the heaith benefits of eating and hunting meat while simultaneously
predicting the effect of this behavior on chimpanzee offspring.

D. bring attention to the pioneering research of Dr. Jane Goodall in Tanzania.

Figure 8.1

A heading that includes information about the passage type, title, and author
precedes each Reading Test passage. This information might prove useful in
understanding the passage, so don't forget to read it. The different question
types found on the ACT Reading Test and strategies for each of the types will
be discussed in Chapter 11, "Strategies and Techniques."

&M THE ACT READING TEST SCORE

Each of the ACT multiple-choice tests is given a score on a scale of 1-36.
In 2006, the average ACT Reading Test score in the United States was 21.4.
Your score will be rounded to the nearest whole number before it is reported.
The schools that you select to receive score repofts will get three ACT Reading
Test scores: your total score based on all forty questions, a subscore based on
the Social Studies and Natural Science passages, and a subscore based on the
Prose Fiction and Humanities passages. Because most colleges and universi-
ties focus only on the total score, we have not included specific information on
calculating subscores. Check with the admissions departments at your schools
of choice to find out how (or if) they use Reading Test subscores.

Your ACT Reading Test score will be used along with the scores from
the other multiple-choice tests to calculate your composite score. Refer to
the Scoring Worksheets provided with the explanations for the Reading Prac-
tice Tests in this book to calculate your approximate scaled score (1-36) on
each test.

m wHArs NEXT?

Chapter 9 includes an ACT Reading Diagnostic Test, which you should use
to determine your current readiness for the real ACT Reading Test. Then,
read Chapters 10-12 to learn the best approach to answering the questions
on the simulated tests included in this book (Chapters 13 and 14), and on your
actual ACT.
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N SCORING WORKSHEET

On each ACT multiple-choice test (English,
receive a SCALED SCORE on a scale of

SCORING WORKSHEET

Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning) you will
1 to 36. Use the following guidelines to determine your

approximate SCALED SCORE on the ACT Reading Diagnostic Test that you just completed.

Step 1 Determine your RAW SCORE.

Your RAW SCORE is the number of questions that you answered correctly. Because there are
40 questions on the ACT Reading Test, the highest possible RAW SCORE is 40.

Step 2 Determine your SCALED SCORE using the following Scoring Worksheet.

Reading x 36:
RAW SCORE * 2 ("corcection factor)

SCALED SCORE

*The corection factor is an approximation based on the average from several recent ACT tests. It is most valid for scores in
the middle 50 percent (approximately 16-24 scaled composite score) of the scoring range. The scores are all approximate. Actual
ACT scoring scales vary lrom one administration to the next based upon several factors.

Your SCALED SCORE should be rounded to the nearest number according to normal rules. For example,
3L.2 x 31 and 31.5 ry 32.|f you answered 28 questions correctly on the Reading Test, for example, your
SCALED SCORE would be 25.
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

I ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. The best answer is C. According to the passage,

Jessie "had offended the rich uncle who offered
Jessie a home, because she refused to be separated

from her sister." The other answer choices are not
supported by the passage.

2. The best answer is G. The passage states that Jessie
and Laura "lived on in the humble rooms where
their father died, trying to earn their bread..." This
means that they were left poor by their father's
death. This change in Jessie's life is also reflected at
the end of the fifth paragraph: "for the road looked
very rough and steep now when she remembered
how she used to dance through life as happy as a
butterfly ...."

3. The best answer is D. The passage says of Jessie's
shoes, "a pair of small, dilapidated slippers almost
past mending ...." These are the shoes Jessie wore
to her dance class, so it is most logical that they are

worn-out from use. In fact, the passage goes on to
say that in a later discussion of the shoes.

4. The best answer is J. The last sentence of the pas-

sage gives insight into the girls' relationship with
each other: Jessie kisses and smiles at her sister
and then leaves to get the paints Laura needs but
"would not ask for." By saying that Laura would
not ask for her paints, the author wants to convey
that she doesn't want to impose on her sister. Earlier
in the narrative, Jessie was upset and crying over
her broken shoes, but for her sister, she maintains a
good attitude. This best supports answer choice J.

5. The best answer is C. According to the passage,

Jessie says, "everyone has to look at my feet when
I lead." This best explains why Jessie would want
nice shoes.

6. The best answer is E This phrase is spoken by
Jessie to herself. It means that Jessie does not want
to show Laura that she was crying about some prob-
lem, as evidenced by the redness of Jessie's eyes.
The other answer choices are not supported by the
passage.

7. The best answer is D. The passage makes clear
that the girls are very considerate toward and avoid
imposing on each other. This best supports answer
choice D. Nothing in the passage supports the other
answer choices.

8. The best answer is G. The passage makes clear that
Jessie loves her sister and is willing to make sacri-
fices for her. Nothing in the passage indicates that
their relationship is at all casual, so answer choices
F, H, and J can be eliminated.

9. The best answer is C. Based on context, you can
determine that the phrase "add her mite to" most
likely means "do her part for" or "make a contri-
bution to." The word mite is particularly apt here
because it emphasizes the smallness of what Jessie
was able to do. Throughout the passage, the mea-
gerness of all Jessie owns, earns, and can do for
herself and her sister is emphasized.

10. The best answer is H. The passage describes the
death of the girls' father and the consequences it
had for the girls. These events are given chronolog-
ically. After refusing to live with her uncle, Jessie
takes a job dancing to support herself and Laura.

11. The best answer is D. The first sentence of the sec-
ond paragraph indicates that the "prevailing notion"
about Rosa Parks'refusal to move from her seat

for a white man is that she did so because of
"exhaustion at the end of a long shift."

12. The best answer is H. The quotation near the end
of the second paragraph is Parks' response to the
misconception many Americans have of how old
she was on the day she refused to give up her seat

on the bus. That misconception holds that Parks was
weak or helpless at the time, and many people take
that to mean that she was old. Parks' statement of
her age at the time contradicts this.

13. The best answer is A. Pathways for Freedom is
defined in an appositive immediately following its
mention in the passage: "an annual summer pro-
gram for teens focused on the civil rights movement
and its place in American history ...."

14. The best answer is E The last sentence of the
passage states, "the legacy of tolerance and fair
play lives on." The other answer choices are not
supported by the passage.

15. The best answer is C. All three options seem plau-
sible, but you must recall that the passage says that
Parks was only one among many who refused to
give up her bus seat to a white person. The flrst
sentence of the third paragraph states: "Rosa Parks
was not the only African American to test the seg-
regation laws on public transportation." Therefore,
Roman numeral I must be excluded. The passage

supports Roman numerals II and III, so answer
choice C is correct.

16. The best answer is G. The passage specifically
states that Parks "worked as a secretary and recep-
tionist in the office of U.S. Representative John
Conyers."
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17. The best answer is D. There is nothing in the pas-

sage about an extended period of time Parks spent
in jail. The flrst paragraph does mention her arrest
lbr violating segregation law on the bus, but there
is no indication of a stay in jail.

The best answer is G. The "Rosa and Raymond
Parks Institute for Self-Development" is defined in
the appositive that follows it: "an organization dedi-
cated to motivating the youth of America to achieve
their highest potential."

The best answer is C. The sixth paragraph says that
Parks received the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
the Congressional Gold Medal, and forly-three
honorary doctorates. The Medal of Honor is not
mentioned in the passage.

The best answer is F. The second sentence of
the third paragraph describes attributes of Rosa
Parks: "her education, personal history, and dig-
nifled caniage." The adjective dignified means

showing dignity of manner. So Park's caruiage
means how she carried, or presented, herself in
public. This describes demeanor, answer choice F.

Answer choices G H, and J do not relate to the

passage and can be eliminated.

The best answer is A. The passage states that, "in
its modern application, the craft is under the disad-
vantage that all stages of the work ... must be done
by the arlist himself." This best supports answer
choice A.

The best answer is H. The seventh paragraph

states, "... a new condition of simplicity in furniture
and of pure color in decoration must first be estab-

lished." This ref'ers to how a room is best prepared

for having a Japanese wood-block print installed.
Answer choices F and G can be eliminated because

they are specifically mentioned in the passage as

features to avoid when picking a space for a block
print. Answer choice J can be eliminated because

the author describes integrating the ancient ar1 of
Japanese wood-block printing with modern design
in the sixth, seventh, and eighth paragraphs.

The best answer is A. The sixth paragraph states

that, "yet here is an art available to all who care for
expressive design and color, and within the means

of the large public to rvhom the cost of pictures is

prohibitive." The idiom within the means oJ' means
aJJbrdablefor. This best supports answer choice A.

The best answer is H. The passage states that,
"The artist himself executed only the design ...."
The other answer choices were tasks carried out by
craftsmen assistants to the artists.

ANSWERS AND EXPTANATIONS

The best answer is D. The phrase telling value
describes the block prints. Answer choices A and B
do not make sense in this context. Answer choice C
has a negative connotation, and since the author
is impressed by block prints, this answer choice
can be eliminated. The author's positive feelings
about block prints are captured in answer choice D,
significant.

The best answer is J. The last paragraph ofthe pas-

sage includes all the details stated in Roman numer-
als I, II, and III: "... resources ofthe line and its
expressive development use and behavior
of color . . economy and simplicity . . .."

The best answer is C. The second sentence of the

passage begins, "No machinery is required ...."
Therefore, answer choice C, a printing press, is not
used in the creation ofJapanese wood-block prints.

The other answer choices are given in the passage:

"paste made from rice flour," "a few tools for cut-
ting the designs on the surface of the planks," and
"preparation of dye."

The best answer is G. To answer this question, it is
important to read the entire sentence containing the

phrase mentioned in the question stem to determine
what "new wine and old bottles" is being compared
to. The passage goes on to say, "a new condition
of simplicitl, ... and of pure color ... must first be

established." This best supports answer choice G.

The best answer is D. The fourth paragraph con-
tains the author's prediction of the quality of block
prints if they were made on a commercial scale:
"... the result would be a different one from that
which has been obtained by the artists who are

willing to undertake the whole production of their
work." It is reasonable to assume that the author
believes a caring arlist would produce better prints
than a larger commercial enterprise would.

The best answer is G. The passage states that,
"The primitive craft [wood-block printing] teaches

the students the very economy and simplicity
upon which the successful use of the great mod-

ern resources of color-printing depend ...." This
directly supports answer choice G. The other answer
choices are not supported by the passage.

The best answer is A. This question is answered
in the fourth paragraph: "In the Bessemer pro-
cess, air is forced through the metal. ... Therefore,
it is reasonable to suppose that the open-hearth

final product will not contain as much gas as the

Bessemer product."

32. The trest answer is G. The passage states that,
"In the open-hearth furnace, the metal is protected

,(
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from the flaming gases by a slag covering." S/ag is
deflned in the last two sentences of the third para-
graph: "Lime and other nonmetallic substances are
put in the furnace. These melt, forming a 'slag'
which floats on the metal ...." This directly supports
answer choice G.

33. The best answer is D. The last paragraph of the
passage states that electric furnaces can do what the
other production options do, making them the most
versatile choice. The first sentence states: "Electric
furnaces can be used to do the same work as is done
in crucible furnaces ...." The second sentence says
that electric furnaces "can be used to produce very-
high-grade steel from cheap and impure metal,"
which is an obvious advantage to using electric
furnaces. Finally, the paragraph states that electric
furnace temperatures can be raised high enough to
create slags useful for further purifying the metal.
It is clear that the author finds the electric furnace
to be the superior choice of those he describes in
the passage. This supports answer choice D.

34. The best answer is J. The fifth paragraph includes
all three options: "quiet white-hot liquid" (f, "forty
pounds of iron, forty pounds of clean 'mill scrap,'
and ... alloys" ([), and "surrounded by burn-
ing coke" (I[). Therefore, answer choice J is
correct.

35. The best answer is D. The passage states that the
open-hearth process uses "hot air and gas" and that
the crucible process uses "burning coke." Obvi-
ously, the electric furnace uses electric current.
Therefore, answer choice D is the exception. The
passage makes no mention of wind power.

36. The best answer is F. The passage states that, "The
air blast burns the white-hot metal, and the tempera-
ture increases. The action is exactly similar to what
happens in a firebox under a forced draft. And in
both cases, some parts of the material burn eas-
ier and more quickly than others." This directly

149

supports answer choice F. The other answer choices
are not supporled by the passage.

37. The trest answer is D. The conjoined noun phrase
"rich alloys and charcoal" is modified by the adjec-
tive sfficienr, which means enougl2. In addition,
the ingredients "forty pounds of iron" and "forty
pounds of clean 'mili scrap"' are modified by about,
which suggests that the amounts are subject to vari-
ation. It is logical that the "rich alloys and charcoal"
would likewise vary. Eliminate answer choice A.
Answer choices B and C are not logical because
the quantities of iron and mill scrap are given to
show that they are the main ingredients. Answer
choice D is the most logical inference.

38. The best answer is H. The sixth paragraph
describes the electric furnace: "For a roof. a low
dome of firebrick is provided." The other answer
choices are characteristic of other refining equip-
ment described in the passage.

39. The best answer is C. A1l steel is made from iron.
The iron raw material is mentioned with respect
to the Bessemer process, the open-hearth process

and the crucible process. Although the word iron
does not appear in the description of the electric
furnace, the last paragraph does state that electric
furnaces can do the same work as crucible furnaces.
Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that electric
furnaces melt iron to make steel, making answer
choice C best. The other answer choices may be
characteristic of some refining processes described
in the passage, but not all of them.

40. The best answer is H. The first sentence of the
passage indirectly states the author's purpose: "In
spite of all that has been written about steel, there
are many hazy notions in the minds of many engi-
neers regarding its manufacture." (The passage then
goes on to illuminate the steel-manufacturing pro-
cesses.) Answer choice H is directly supported by
information in the passage.


