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READINGTEST

35 Minutes-4? Questions

DIRECTIONS: This test includes four passages, each
followed by ten questions. Read each passage and
choose the best answer to each question. After you
have selected your answer, fill in the corresponding
bubble on your answer sheet. You should refer to the
passages as often as necessary when answering the
questions.

Passage I

PROSE FICTION: Painful Memories

Fifteen years had passed since she'd seen her father
and five since she'd even heard from him. After what
he'd done to her mother, that suited Nina fine. Embar-
rassed to call him her iather, she simply referred to him
as "Rick." It helped her to ignore the biological ties
she hated so much. After the death of her mother two
years ago, Nina thought she had abandoned her father's
memory altogether. That is, until the phone call came.

"I'm sorry to bother you, ma'am, but are you Nina
Sanders?" a barely audible voice whispered over the
phone.

"What?" Nina asked. "I can't hear you."

"I'm sorry." He sounded contrite. "Are you Nina
Sanders?"

"Yes, I am. What can I do for you?" Nina turned to
lean against the kitchen table. Noticing a scuffmark on
the floor, she began rubbing at it with her shoe.

The voice grew louder. "I'm sorry to have to bother
you like this, Nina. My name is Jack VanSetten. I was a
friend of your father's, Rick Sanders."

Nina looked up from the floor. "What does he
want?" she asked, her voice becoming hard.

"We11, it's just ... I know you two weren't exactly
close or ...."

"That's the understatement of the year," Nina mur
tered. She looked back down. The scuffmark had refused
to budge.

"What?" Jack asked.

"Nothing." Nina forced her voice back to neutral.
"So why are you calling me? I haven't talked to the guy
in five years, and frankly, I like it that way."

"I understand, it's just ... Nina, he died yesterday."

There was silence on the line. Nina's stomach began
to turn. She felt the grilled cheese sandwich she'd had
for lunch begin to work its way up the back of her throat.

40

Jack coughed and continued, "He asked that you
make the memorial arrangements."

Nina felt all of the blood rush from her head.
Gripping the kitchen table to steady herself, she asked,
"whv?"

"I don't know, Nina. He just-the cancer made him
think a lot. He just said he wanted you to do the memo-
rial arrangements, and I promised him that I'd take care
of it," Jack's voice had steadied itself again.

"Well, Jack, that's your problem, not mine. I'm not
doing anything for him."

"Please, at least consider it. He was your father."

"No, he wasn't. At least, not for a long time."

"Nina, please. You were all he had. I mean, after
you and your mother left . . .."

"Don't you dare put blame on my mom and me!
You don't even know us!" Nina could hear her voice
rising in anger.

"I'm sorry. I wasn't trying to. I jusi . . .." Jack paused
a moment. "Nina, his life fe1l apart. You know that. But
the man's dead now. Can't you give him a break? Please,
Nina, do this one thing." She could hear the pleading in
his quiet voice.

"Why should I?" she asked.

"There is no good reason, Nina, except that you
have a chance to be the bigger person. Stop punishing
him. I can help a little, but he asked for you."

It was Jack's tum to wait. Nina began chewing on
her thumbnail, a nervous habit she'd had for as long as
she could remember. She didn't want to do anything for
her father. even if he was dead. but for some reason
she knew she had to. Maybe it was the grilled cheese, or
maybe it was the knotting in her stomach, but something
made her feel like she had no choice. She let the silence
fill the line between them, then, finally, answered.

"Fine."

"Fine?"
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"Yeah, fine."

"Thanks. Nina." His relief was palpable. Nina hated
him lor it.

"Whatever," she said, and then hung up the phone.

Now, a week later, all Nina wanted to do was crawi
into bed, pull the sheets over her head, and not come
out for days. Instead, she grabbed a spoon out of the
dishwasher and, plunging it into a carton of ice cream,
let herself collapse on the living room couch. After fum-
bling around for the remote control, Nina flipped on the
TY not really watching it. Cradling the ice cream car-
ton, she leaned her head against the couch and sighed
heavily. The funeral had been awful, but at least now it
was over. Nina's body became stil1 as she sadly muttered
three short words, "My father's dead."

Which of the following best describes the structure of
the passage?
A. A dialogue between two people attempting to deal

r.l ith an unsettling situation.
B. An account of the narrator's relationship with her

father, revealed through their conversations.
C. A character sketch of two people as related by a

narator who knows them both well.
D. A detailed naration of the dynamics that exist

between the narrator and certain members of her
family.

It can be reasonably inferred fiom the beginning of the
passage that Nina views Rlck as:
E her loving father.
G. a close family friend.
H. just anolher individual.
J. an acquaintance of her father.

The passage states that, prior to the phone ca1l, Nina
had done which of the following with the memory of
her father?
A. Abandoned it altogether
B. Recalled it fbndly
C. Escaped it completely
D. Cherished it dearly

In line 13, the passage states that the man on the phone
sounded "contrite," which most nearly means that the
man was:
F. patiently tolerant.
G. quietly difficult.
H. sincerely apologetic.
J. especially pensive.

5. As depicted in the filth paragraph, Nina's fixation on the
scuff'mark most strongly suggests that:
A. she was nervous about talking to Jack.
B. she was not tbcused on the phone call.
C. she maintained a remarkably clean home.
D. she had been expecting this call for days.

6. Which of the following statements about why Rick
Sanders wanted Jack to call Nina is supported by the
passage'/
E Rick's illness led to a change of heart.
G. Jack convinced Rick to reconcile with his daughter.
H. Jack and Nina had lost touch over the past ten years.
J. Nina recently had been trying to contact Rick.

7. According to the passage, Nina responded to the news
of her father's death with:
A. profound grief.
B. heartless indifference.
C. shock antl apprehension.
D. joy and relief.

8. Details in lines 41-44 most strongly suggest that Jack:
E does not care what Nina decides.
G. thinks that Nina is being selfish.
H. believes that Rick and Nina were close.
J. wants to honor his promise to Rick.

9, Which of the following statements most nearly cap-
tures the sentiment behind the comment "Nina hated
him for it" (lines '74-'15)?

A. Nina was offended by what Jack had said about her
father.

B. Nina was relieved by Jack's answer.
C. Nina did not want the responsibility thrust upon her

by Jack.
D. Nina felt as though she had been exploited by Jack.

10. It can be reasonably inferred from the last paragraph
(lines 77-87) that Nina:
F. ultimately wished that she had refused to make the

memorial arrangements.
G. uttimately felt grief in response to the death of her

father.
H. does not deal well with death in general.
J. had spent weeks pretending that her father was still

alive.
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Passage ll
SOCIAL SCIENCE: Federalism: Protector of Freedom

Federalism has evolved dramatically since its

roots in the writings of Calvinist philosopher Johannes
Althusius ( 1557-1630). Nevertheless, proponents offed-
eralism continue to beiieve that governing authority is

-5 best when it is divided between a centrai governing
body and semi-autonomous subunits. In modern f'ederal
socGties, the powers and authority granted to the sub-
units and centlal body vary greatly. In general, however,
the center is responsible fbr defending its subunits and

creating a national foreign policy. It also serves_to create

a cohesive, though not restrictive, domestic policy.

In practice, federal power is constitutionaily
divided 6etween two or more teffitorial levels of gov-
ernment, such as state and county. The different levels
of government have some absolute allthority and can
actinclependently in certain areas of governing, though
thev mu.st cede power in other areas. A uselul example
is the United States of America, which comprises fifty
states and assorted territories, each with their own set of
legal codes, united under one central governmerit with
an-overarching set of laws. Americans must follow the
laws of both their state and t'ederal governments, while
the governments themselves have the re.sponsibility to
avoid over-t conflict within those 1aws. Sometimes, as

is the case with euthanasia or medical marijuana, con-
flicts still occur. Resoltttion is left to the courts of 1aw.

Federalism differs tundamentally from other types of
govemment, such as France's essentially single level of
Iuthority. While France has regional departments, the

country is heavily centralized in its daily governance

and the depaftments cannot set their own regional laws.
Federalism is not, therefore, a prerequisite tor successf'ul
government; nevertheless, properly executed federalism
ian result in an improved qual:ity of life for all citizens.

Proponents of federalism have promoted the idea

that f'ederalism protects liberty and freedom. It is cer-
tainly true that states can avert foreign. threats and

prevent war by joining together and becoming. powerful
-enough 

to disCourage etremies from attacking them. This
*at istrong incentive lbr the original thirteen American
colonies. In addition, federalism can prevent conflict and
aggression among the states themselves. A good example
of-this occurred ln the early nineteenth century border
dispute between the state ol Ohio and the then-teritory
of Michigan. The dispute. known as the Toledo War (or
Ohio-Miihigan War), arose when the -qovemments of

to have influence as a subunit. In other words, as a

subunit, even a small state can gain limited autonomy
by having a voice in the centlal government.

Federalism can also protect minorlties and individ-
uals against injustice from their local governing bodies
or froir the central government itself. The center has

the authority to check the power of its subunits and

intervene when necessary. in theory, the center will pro-
tect all of its citizens fiom any subunit injustice, as

was the case with the American civil rights movement.
In turn, the subunits can band together to protest any
injustice done by the central governing body. In the

case that minoriiies are not powerful enough to influ-
ence centlal govemment directly, they are likely to have

influence through their subunit governments. Idealiy,
broad political participation keeps the system fair for
all citizens.

Federalism does more than protect lieedoms and
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democracy. It can also promote economic prosperity.
Normaily, t-ederal states have freer trade amo-ng them-
selr,es than they would have as corrpletely independent

80 states. Sma1l siates can band together and create larger
and more prosperous economies by sharing and trad-

ing natural resources. Finally, federalist states can also

usi their unity to bargain with otherwise larger and

more powerful nations. ln theory, all of this -promotes
85 economic competitiveness in an lncreasingly global

economy. ln practice, one can see the need to be eco-
nomicaliy competitive as the underlying impetus for the

creation of the EuroPean Union.
25

30

Ohio and Michigan both claimed sovereignty over a thinOhro and Mtchlgan botn clalmeo soverelgnry over a
strip of land along their mutual.border. When Michi

11. According to the passage, the conclusion made-about the

limited autonomy gained by a smal1 state was based on:
A. Michigan's desire to gain control over Ohio durrng

the Ohio-Michigan War.
B, Ohio's ability to influence t'ederal policy to protect

its own interests.
C. Michigan's admission to the Union
D. Ohio'ieconomic competitiveness in an increasingly

g1obal economy.

L2. The main idea of the {irst paragraph is that the success

of federalism stems from:
F. the ability of the federal government to create a

restrictive don-restic PolicY.
G. the absolute freedom of state governments on lssues

within their borders.
H. the division of power between a central authority

and several smallel groups.

J. the concentration, at the state level ' of fbreign policy
decisions.

13, The author cites all of the following as positive aspects

of federalism EXCEPT:
A. duplication of various legal codes.
B. reduction of conflict between the states.

C. promotion of economic prosperity.
D. defense of minority rights and freedoms.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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inciucled the strip in its application lbr statehood, C)hio's

50 Congressional delegation was able to halt Michigan's
admission to the Union. Both sides then raised militia
and placed troops along the disputed border. The federal
government wa.s able to broker a successful compromise
ihat avoided armed conflict and allowed Michigan to

55 join the United States peaceably. As Ohio was.able to
"etfectively 

influence federal policy to protect its own
interests, this example further shows how federaiism
allows fonnerly sovereign governments of small states
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14. The author calls the interactions between a central
governing body and semi-autonomous subunits:
F. economically unsound.
G. supportive of cohesive domestic policy.
H. disruptive of national foreign policy.
J. politically unjust.

Which of the following is NOT listed in the passage as
a development in the Toledo War?
A. Michigan and Ohio placed militia along the disputed

border.
B. Michigan claimed the land in its application for

statehood.
C. Ohio ceded the entire strip of land to Michigan.
D. Ohio's congressional delegation halted Michigan's

statehood.

As it is used in line 26, the word resolution most nearly
means:
E clarity.
G. opinion.
H. reduction.
.I. decision.

By the statement in line 32, the author most nearly means
that France:
A. is an example of quality govemment without the

separation of powers.
B. should be emulated despite the lack of regional

autonomy.
C. will eventually adopt federalism as its primary form

of government.
D. would gain greater international respect by switching

to federalism.

18. The author cal1s the American civil rights movement
example of:
F. the subunits protecting the citizens.
G. the subunits protecting each other.
H. the center protecting the citizens.
J. the center protecting the subunits.

15.

19. The author claims that which of the following will keep
the system fair for all parties?
A. Economic isolation
B. Completely independent states
C. Retention of natural resources
D. Broad political participation

16.

17.

20. The author uses the remark "one can see the need to
be economically competitive as the underlying impetus
for the creation of the European Union" (lines 86-88)
primarily as an example of:
F. the failure of other schools of thought to address the

problems presented by international trade.
G. the ability of federalism to respond to a changing

global economy.
H. the potentiai weakness of federalism when faced

with a uniflcation of national subunits.
J. the application of various principles of federalism so

as to ensure mutual defense.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Passage lll
HUMANlTlES: The Conterbury loles: Opinions on gender
and marriage

Geoffrey Chaucer was one of the most success-
ful poets of the fourteenth century and one of the few
medieval authors whose influence extends to the pop-
ular culture of today. Chaucer's most renowned work
is unquestionably The Canterbur.\ Tale,s, a collection
of short stories linked together by a pilgrimage from
London to the holy site at Canterbury, England. The pil-
grimage was very popular in Chaucer's day and allowed
the author to bring together a few dozen characters from
various social classes and walks of life. Some of the
characters, like the Host, Hany Bailly, are based on
real people. Others, like the Parson, are little more than
archetypes. The poem itself is unfinished and contains
several inconsistencies that reflect the need for fufiher
revision. Still, 7/ze Canterbury lales remains popular
because of its vivid characters and fascinating vignettes.
Among these stories, The Wift of Bath has stood out
as the most controversiai and interesting of them all.
Medieval scholars have tirelessly studied The Wife of
Bath in order to capture the main character's meaning.

Upon Iirst reading, the main character-Alyson, the
Wife-appears to embody the very fears of medieval
clerical misogyny, or, by the same acts, to be a !rue
representation of a stereotypic feminist. Alyson insists
on speaking her mind (loudly), rejecting the negative
opinions and sexual constraints traditionally placed upon
women. She is lewd, and has the audacity to :use The
Bible to attack clerical arguments from The Bible dealing
with chastity and virginity. In the Middie Ages, a preach-
ing woman could be considered heretical and burned at
the stake. With this in mind, the Wife may have a good
reason for keeping her sense of humor.

And she does have a sense of humor. Alyson is well
aware of her own failings, even as she defends those
faults to the company. As for her verbosity, the Wife
says she can't help it: all women talk too much. For
proof, she later cites the famous story of King Midas,
who was given ass's ears as punishment by the god,
Apollo. Midas, she says, told his misfortune to his wife,
who, afraid she would burst from keeping the secret,
whispered it to the banks of a river where it spread over
the country. The Wife tells her listeners they can read
the rest in Ovid. But here is where the Wife's account
diverges. In Ovid, Midas trusts his secret to his barber,
a man. It is a man who cannot keep the secret safe, who
talks too much. Moreover, Midas has received the ass's
ears because he was unable to listen wisely. Chaucer
doesn't tell us if we should believe that Alyson is an
ignorant illiterate who doesn't know her Ovid, or if she is
subtly tweaking the critics who think men are inherently
superior to women.

Dovetailing neatly with the themes of her pro-
logue is the story Alyson tells her t'ellow pilgrims. In
many ways, it is a traditional Arthurian romance. The
protagonist of the story, a young knight, commits an
assault. In order to save himself from capital pun-
ishment, he is allowed to go on a one-year quest to

discover what women most desire. The simpie answer,
he learns, is mttistie, or authority, over their husbands.

60 But in Chaucer nothing is simple. When the knight is
at last convinced to give maistie to his own wife, she
surprises him by promising to be obedient, faithful, and
loving. The dichotomy of power, of male versus female,
is destroyed in the act of surrender.

65 Is this Chaucer's recipe fbr social harmony, or
is it merely wish lullillment on the part of the Wife
herself? Literary scholars have desperately tried to dis-
cover Chaucer's own views of marriage and society
through his characters. Their pursuit, often as tangled

70 as Chaucer's own narative, allows us to consider yet
again the questions Chaucer asks of us.

21. Which of the following statements best expresses the
main idea of the passage?
A. The mix of interesting characters and events in

the Canterbury Tales serves as a lasting legacy for
English poet Geoffrey Chaucer.

B. Analyzing the Wife of Bath's prologue and tale
has allowed scholars to definitively understand
Chaucer's opinions on mariage.

C. The Wife of Bath is an incredibly interesting char-
acter who continues to be a topic of scholarly
discussion.

D. The prologue of the Wife of Bath's tale was a shock-
ing feminist critique of society, written centuries
ahead of its time.

22. The passage suggests that Chaucer's most important
contributions to literature were his:
F. simple narratives revealing the inconsistencies of

human nature.
G. innovative writing techniques, used to relate histor-

ical fiction.
H. easily reproduced theatrical manuscripts and creative

subject matter.
J. dynamic characters and memorable vignettes, used

to present social commentary.

23. One of the main points of the last paragraph is that
through his writing, Chaucer attempted to promote in
his readers a sense of:
A. mystery.
B. nostalgia.
C. respect.
D. trust.

24. The author states that the pilgrimage allowed Chaucer
to bring together all of the following EXCEPT:
F. caricatures of real people.
G. successfui poets of the fourteenth century.
H. archetypal characterizations.
J. characters of differing social classes.

25. The author most likely includes the information in lines
48-5 I to suggest:
A. the Wife's ignorance and lack of proper education.
B. the many interpretations of certain aspects of lhe

Canterbun^ Tales.
C. Chaucer's-inability to retell mythological history.
D. Chaucer's exceptional skill in misdirection.
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26. According to the passage, the fact that The Canterbury
Tales had several inconsistencies reflected:
F. Chaucer's inexperience at writing a collection of

stories.
G. an intentional attempt by the author to be vague and

mysterious.
H. the unfinished state of the piece and a need for

revision.
J. a lack of depth. and characters who changed their

stories frequently.

28. As it is used in line 35, the word verbosity most nearly
means:
F. excessive speech.
G. unnecessary volume.
H. polite brevity.
J. refined voice.

29. According to the passage, which of the following was
the wife of Midas afraid of?
A. Failing to spread the secret
B. Listening to the god Apollo
C. Lying to her husband
D. Telling the secret

30. Which of the following words best describes how the
knight referred to in the fourth paragraph (lines 52-64)
most likely feels when his wife surrenders to him?
F. Optimistic
G. Frustrated
H. Virtuous
J. Complete

27. The second paragraph (lines 21-32) establishes all of
the following about the Wife EXCEPT:
A. she is in favor of accepted clerical viewpoints.
B. she is in favor of women's sexual freedom.
C. she is considerably vulgar.
D. she is incredibly opinionated.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Passage lV
NATURAL SCIENCE: Lightning: Legends and Myths

Lightning is an atmospheric discharge of elec-
tricity, which usually, but not always, occurs during
rainstorms, and frequently during volcanic eruptions or
dust storms. Despite this simple definition, these dis-
charges are extremely powerlul and capable of causing
immense destruction, either directly or through sec-
ondary causes. Consequently, people across the world
have shown respect for the power of lightning. In ancient
times, local deities such as the Roman god Jupiter or
Norse god Thor, were thought to produce lightning as a
sign of their wrath. Today, despite the advances of mod-
ern science, myths and legends abound. Even scientists
occasionally have difficulty sorting through the fact and
fiction to understand exactly what lightning is and how
it functions in the atmosphere.

Whiie perhaps the most common modem weather
myth is that lightning never strikes the same place twice,
another seemingly mysterious popular phenomenon is
ref'erred to as heat lightnhg-the brilliant flashes of
lightning that periodically appear in summer wiihout
any accompanying rainfall or thunder. Scientists have
proven the frrst legend incorrect, but the second is still
up for debate. Weather folklore maintains that heat light-
ning is merely very hot air expanding until it creates
large sparks. Many trustworthy professional meteorolo-
gists deny that heat lightning even exists. Their assertion
is not completely accurate.

The term "heat" in heat lighting does not have to
do with the temperature of the lightning itself. Instead,
the teminology most likely became popular because
this form of lightning is associated with air-mass thun-
derstorrns in warm weather. During hot and humid
weather', brief storms can scalter across large regions.
These storms often travel long distances and are known
for bringing cooler temperatures and refreshing winds.
Because these scattered thunderstorms do not produce a
heavy cloud cover, storm watchers can often see storms
below the horizon. During some thunderstorms, the light
from lightning bolts can be seen as far as 100 miles away,
depending on the height of the bolt, the clarity of the aiq
and the elevation of the viewer. In comparison, thunder
can usually only be heard liom five to fifteen miles away.

Thus, heat lightning is not a special type of
lightning. Instead, heat lightning is merely ordinary
thunderstorm lightning that appears too far away from
the observer for any thunder to be heard. The movement
of sound in the atmosphere depends on the atmospheric
properties of the air. Temperature and density can both
be factors in determining how far awav thunder can be
heard. Both temperature and density change with alti-
tude. The loud booms that thunder creates are refracted
through the iorver levels of the atmosphere. This refrac-
tion creates spaces through which the sound of thunder
does not disseminate. The sound of thunder usually
reflects off the earth's surf'ace. The rumbling noises that
can be heard are mostly due to these sound reflections.
The earth's shape also contributes to people being unable
Io hear thunder. Although harmless when seen from a
distance, heat lightning can be a warning that a storm is
approaching.

A completely different type of lightning that may
occur independently of stormy weather is called ball
lightning. Bail lightning shares a skepticai past with
its cousin, heat lightning. Some scientists still deny the

65 phenomenon truly exists. However, others claim to have
documented this peculiar form of electrical charge. In
essence, ball lightning is a floating, illuminated ball of
extremely high energy. While ball lightning has a wide
range of reported properties, it generaliy appears as a

70 glowing, hovering ball of light that moves slowly near
the ground before disappearing or exploding. The ball
usually measures about thifiy centimetres in diameter,
although reliable witnesses have reported balls several
meters wide. Ball lightning is not as dangerous as regu-

75 lar lightning, but it does carry very high levels ofenergy
and people have been killed by it. According to one
theory, ball lightning is regular lightning that has been
chemically altered af{er striking an object with a highly
metaliic or oxide composition. Therefore, the scientiflc

80 import of ball lightning is found in the general insight it
gives into the basic chemistry of regular lightning.

31. The passage mentions that the onset of heat lightning is
accompanied by which of the following?
A. Loud thunder
B. Warm weather
C. Large sparks
D. Heavy rainfall

32, The author uses the phrase "shares a skeptical past with
its cousin" (lines 63-64) most likely in order to:
E. suggest that ball lightning is shrouded in mystery,

much like heat lightning.
G. deny that ball lightning is considered regular light-

nlng.
H. highlight the common meteorological characteristics

of both phenomena.
J. express doubt as to the existence of either type of

lightning.

33. The passage mentions that the distance at which lighf
ning can be seen is influenced by all of the following
EXCEPT: the
A. altitude at which the lightning occurs in the sky.
B. frequency and volume of precipitation.
C. distance of tbe viewer above the ground.
D. absence of clouds between the lightning and the

viewer.

34. The author most likely inciudes the information in
lines 43-46 to suggest that:
F. the properties of light and sound associated with heat

Iightning do not conform to the standard theories
about energy and waves.

G. heat lightning is, in fact, a myth that is supported by
this specilic piece of evidence.

H. scientists should take advantage of this unique
opportunity to observe lightning safely at extreme
distances.

J. there is a reasonable explanation for the obser-
vance of the phenomenon often referred to as heat
lightning.
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35. According to information in the fourth paragraph
(lines 43-60), the refraction of the sound of thunder in
the lower atmosphere results in:
A. sound waves being trapped within pockets of air

before they reach the ground.
B, the volume of thunder being amplified by reflection

off of various cloud structures.
C. the reverberation of sound into the upper atmosphere

and across long distances.
D. the echo of thunder within the clouds making it seem

more frequent than it is.

As it is used in line 80, the word import most nearly
means:
E taken into.
G. significance.
H. related to.
J. connection.

The passage indicates that the results of lightning
formation studies have thus far been:
A. consistent.
B. frustrating.
C. inconclusive.
D. reiected.

38. According to the passage, all of the following are
descriptive of ball lightning EXCEPT:
E, it is a slow-moving, volatile orb.
G. it is a glowing, high energy object
H. it is an irregular, fluctuating illumination.
J. it is a regular, chemically altered bolt of lightning.

39. Information in the last paragraph indicates that observa-
tions of ball lightning have led to results that:
A. thoroughly explain the formation of regular light

nlng.
B. explain some aspects of the formation of ball lighr

ning while leaving other aspects open to further
study.

C. explain some aspects of the formation of regular
lightning while questioning the methods used to
study lightning formation.

D. do not explain any of the mechanisms by which ball
lightning is formed.

According to the passage, one theory states that ball
lightning is likely formed when normal lightning comes
in contact with:
F. an alkaline substance.
G. an oxide substance.
H. an object with a low metallic content.
J. an open source of oxygen.

36.

40.
37.

END OFTHE READINGTEST
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