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ACT ENGTISH PRACTICE TEST I

ENGLISH TEST

45 M inutes-75 Questions

DIRECTIONS: ln the passages that follow, some words
and phrases are underlined and numbered. ln the answer
column, you will find alternatives for the words and
phrases that are underlined. Choose the alternative that
you think is best, and fill in the corresponding bub-
ble on your answer sheet. lf you think that the origi-
nal version is best, choose .NO CHANGE," which will
always be either answer choice A or F. You will also find
questions about a particular section of the passage, or

about the entire passage. These questions will be iden-
tified by either an underlined portion or by a number
in a box. Look for the answer that clearly expresses
the idea, is consistent with the style and tone of the
passage, and makes the correct use of standard writ-
ten English. Read the passage through once before
answering the questions. For some questions, you should
read before and beyond the indicated portion before
you answer.

PASSAGE I

Ttagedy at the Factory

Sometimes it takes tragedy to induce change. This was the

case with the Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire.

March 25, 1911, was a day not being any different from

the rest. Things changed, however, *h"n'th" workday

ended. Employees began cleaning up their workspaces and

gathering their belongings to go home. The security guard

performed his daily duty of locking one of two ninth-floor

exits as a measure to prevent theft. All is segming

A. NOCHANGE
B. without difference
C. being no different
D. no different

normal until someone on the eighth floor cry,
3

3.

F. NOCHANGE
G. seems as if
H. seemed
J. seeming

A. NOCHANGE
B. cries
C. crying
D. cried

"Fire!" EI 4. At this point, the author is considering adding the
following sentence:

Factories typically have large quantities of a vari-
ety of flammable materials.
Should the author add this?

F. Yes, because it adds interesting information about
the fire warning system of the early twentieth
century.

G. Yes, because this sentence is necessary to the
reader's understanding of the moments that led up
to the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire.

H. No, because the information is already implied in
the paragraph.

J. No, because the sentence doesn't add to the
development of the paragraph.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.



92

Chaos broke out. Men on the eighth floor tried to put the
5

5. A. NOCHANGE
B. out, men
C. out men
D. out and men

fire out with buckets of water. While this was ineffective. 6, F. NO CHANGE
6 G. water, while

One man managed to lind a water hose, but it didn't work. H. water;
J. water,

Employees rushed the exits, elevatoq and fire escapes.

Luckily, all of the employees on the eighth floor was able 7. A. NO CHANGE
7 B. have been

to escape the blaze. C. are
D. were

During the eighth floor rush, one employee managed

to warn the people on the tenth floor about the lire.

The tenth floor employees fleeing to the 8. E NO CHANGE
8 G. flee

H. fled
J. flew

roof, escaping the fire via a ladder connecting the 9. A. NO CHANGE
e B. roof

factory and an adjoining building. Only one tenth floor C. roof;
D. roof:

employee died.

Then there were some other employees. Unaware of the 10. Given that all are true, which of the following sen-
tences would most effectively introduce the new topic

fire until after the guard made his rounds, the 250 of this paragraph?
E NOCHANGE

ninth-floor employees, most of them women, had only one G. We can't forget about the some other employees.
H. It's too bad about the ninth-floor employees.

exit, elevator, and lire escape through which to egress. They J. The ninth-floor employees weren't so lucky.

flooded the escape routes; eventually the elevator stopped

running, the fire escape collapsed, and the only remaining

exit became engulfed in flames. The i45 women still

trapped had two options: resign themselves to fiery deaths 11. Which of the follorving alternatives to the underlined
rr portion would NOT be acceptable?

A. options, either
B. options.
C, options: they could
D. options-

or jump for their lives. 12. F. NO CHANGE
rz G. life

H. living
J' live

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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It took just eighteen minutes for liremen to extinguish the

blaze. Nevertheless, in those eighteen minutes, 146 women

died, fifty-four of whom jumped from the building in vain.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire remains to be the
t3

worst factory fire in New York City's history.

After the fire, the govemor of New York appointed the

Factory Investigating Commission to look into the

disaster. Then resulting was the passage of the most
14

sweeping workplace labor reforms in American history.

While the Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire was tragic,

it managed to awaken the American public to many

problems that existed in the labor system of the early

twentieth century.

13. A. NOCHANGE
B. are
C. remains
D. as remains

14. F. NO CHANGE
G. The result
H. Resulting
J. Then

Question 15 asks about the preceding passage as a

whole.

15. Suppose the author intended to write an essay that
describes the history of American labor reforms. Does
this essay fulfill that goal?
A. Yes, because the essay highlights the labor reforms

that resulted ftom the Triangle Shirtwaist Company
Fire.

B. Yes, because the essay describes several workplace
accidents that led to workplace regulatory reforms.

C. No, because the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire is
not a crucial event in the history ofAmerican labor
reforms.

D. No, because the essay details only one specific
incident in the history of American labor reforms.

PASSAGE II

My "Normal" Family

My family is far from ordinary. Although this analysis risks

appearing trite my family certainly belongs in a category all 16. f'. NO CHANGE
ro G. trite, my family,

H. trite, my family
J. trite my family,

of it's own.
1'7

17. A. NOCHANGE
B. its
C. its'
D. their

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Perhaps the best way to illustrate this idea is by offering a

glimpse into a "normal" evening at my house. E Obsessed

with sports, my brother does anything and everything he

can to tum even the most mundane of activities into

Olympic-caliber spectacles. @ Take going down the steps,

for example. He says that simply walking down the steps

isn't any fun. Instead, he insists qn riding down the steps via

a surfboard. He simply stands, sits, or belly flops onto the

board, and down the stairs he goes. I guess I have to give

him credit for at least attempting to make the whole ordeal

safe; a huge pile of couch cushions and pillows breaks his

fall at the end of his ride.

Some people, respond to my brother's tirades with, "He's
2t

a teenage boy. What do you expect?" This argument indeed

has merit; however, no one can deny that the moments

following my brother's stair-surfing maqifest the

ridiculousness of my family. See, it's not just my brother

who stair-surfs. My mom also plays along. Throwing

caution to the wind, she is inspired to surf down the steps

into a giant heap of pillows.

The childlike silliness doesn't stop with my mom

and brother. My dad and me lave our own quirks, too.

The writer wants to add a sentence here that would
indicate hel favorable opinion of her brother. Given all
are true, which of the following would most effectively
accomplish this?
F. I will illustrate using my brother as an example.
G. My brother is perhaps the strangest member of my

family.
H. My brother always seems to flnd curious ways to

pass the time.
J. Everyone usually follows the lead of my endearing

brother.

At this point, the author is considering adding the
following tme statement:

Our family enjoys watching the Olympics together.

Should the writer make this addition here?
A. Yes, because the sentence explains why the

author's brother is treating everyday activities as
if they were Olympic sports.

B. Yes, because the sentence establishes that the
author's brother is an exceptionally talented
athiete.

C. No, because the sentence is not supported by
evidence that the author's brother has dreams of
compeling in the Olympics.

D. No, because the sentence distracts from the para-
graph's focus on how the author's brother amuses
himself.

F. NO CHANGE
G. that
H. in
J. OMIT the underlined portion.

A. NOCHANGE
B. people respond,
C. people, respond,
D. people respond

E NOCHANGE
G. manifests
H. manifested
J. is manifest in

A. NOCHANGE
B. me has
C. I have
D. I has

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

18.

19.

20.

21.

),

23.
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Leaving the staircase antics to my mom and brother, We

prefer to dance in the living room. It's not even the dancing
24

part that's abnormal, but rather what we're wearing.

My dad is clothed in one of his "retro" 80s jumpsuits,
25

and I am equally tacky in my outdated high school prom
25

dress and tiara. This family picture of all four of us is a
26

sight to be seen.

[1] In truth, I wouldn't trade this weirdness for anything.

[2] I love my family, and I enjoy the fact that I can tell

stories of such behaviors as stair-surfing and dance parties.
27

[3] I want to make sure I am not sending the wrong

impression about my family. [4] In my opinion, abnormality

is the spice of life. [5] After all, whose really normal,
28

anyway? E

NO CHANGE
to dancing
to be dancing
to have danced

Which of the following altematives to the underlined
portion would NOT be acceptable?
A. jumpsuits; I am
B. jumpsuits. I am
C. jumpsuits, I am
D. jumpsuits-I am

E. NOCHANGE
G. with all four of us in it
H. with my brother, dad, mom, and me
J. OMIT the underlined portion.

A. NOCHANGE
B. stair-surfing, and, dance parties
C. stair-surfing. and dance parties
D. stair-surfing, dance parties

A. NOCHANGE
G. who's
H. whom is
J. that is

For the sake of logic and coherence, the order of the
sentences in this paragraph should be:
A. NO CHANG
B. 3,1,2,4,5
c. 2,4,5,1,3
D. 5,4,2,1,3

Question 30 asks about the preceding passage as a

whole.

30. Which of the following could be one of the main points
of the essay?
F. A good family life is not necessarily a normal one.
G. Stair-surfing is dangerous.
H. Families should spend more time together.
J. Extreme sports are a great way for a family to bond.

24. F.
G.
H.
J.

)1

26.

28.

29.

PASSAGE III

Reclaiming a National Emblem

In a country where the bald eagle is an important allegory,

the U.S. general population knows very little about

this majestic bird. Declared in 1'782 by the Second

Continental Congress as the national emblem of the

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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United States of America, the bird was chose because
3l

its a species unique to North America. Representing the
32

spirit of freedom and excellence in the United States

symbolically, the Bald Eagle has played an important
33

role in American art, music, and architecture.

While the Bald Eagle can be found in every U.S. state
34

accept Hawaii, few Americans have actually seen a bald
35

eagle. Because bald eagles prefer nesting in tall trees and

eating fish, people have a better chance of spying the bird

in a boat or along a lakeshore. Unfortunately, bald eagle
36

sightings are not as common as they were in the country's

formative years.

[1] Bald eagles were once common throughout the United

States in the early 1700s, but there population fell
3',7

dramatically as to human activity. [2] Hunting, habitat
38

destruction, waterway contamination, and the use of

pesticides by humans caused the bald eagle population to

fall from 500,000 in the 1700s to less than 1,000 by the
39

1960s. [3] In an effort to counteract this decline, the United

States government enacted strong endangered species and

environmental protection laws. [4] This increased public

awareness of environmental quality issues h_qs helped the

A. NOCHANGE
B. choose
C. chosen
D. choosing

E NOCHANGE
G. they're
H. it's
J. of the

A. NO CHANGE
B. being symbolic
C. as a symbol
D. OMIT the underlined portion.

All of the following alternatives to the underlined
portion are appropriate EXCEPT:
F. Even though
G. Instead of
H. Whereas
J. Although

A. NOCHANGE
B. accepts
C. except
D. accepting

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

37.

36. The best placement for the
would be:
E where it is now.
G. after the word nesting.
H. after the word eagles.
J. after the word people.

40. F. NO CHANGE
G. have
H. had
J. having

underlined portion

A. NOCHANGE
B. they're
C. their
D. its

Which of the following alternatives would best replace
the underlined portion?
E, apart from
G. as a result of
H. contrary to
J. despite

A. NOCHANGE
B. fewer than
C. less then
D. fewer then

38.

39.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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process along. @ 41. Upon reviewing this paragraph, the author notices
that some information has been left out. The author
composes the following sentence, incorporating the
missing information:

Private conservation organizations have also joined
the effort to revive the bald eagle population, and
through their efforts and those of the national gov-
ernment, the bald eagle population has increased
to over 55,000 birds.

For the sake of logic, this sentence should be placed
after Sentence:
A. 1

8,2
c.3
D.4Unfortunately, some practices that pollute or alter the

environment continues on harassing and threaten the bald
a

eagle population, makes preservation effofis even more
43

important. Seeing the American spirit of freedom and

excellence embodied in the bird, politicians and citizens

alike continue to work towards the protecting of the bald
44

eagle. Maybe one day the bald eagle will be restored to its

original majesty.

42. F.
G.
H.
J.

43. A.
B.
C.
D.

NO CHANGE
continues harassing
continue and harass
continue to harass

NO CHANGE
population in order to make
population. This makes
population-makes

44. R NOCHANGE
G. towards the protection of
H. protect
J. towards protecting

Question 45 asks about the preceding passage as a

whole.

45. Suppose the writer's goal was to describe the varying
habitat and diet of the bald eagle in diff'erent states.
Does the essay meet this goal?
A. Yes, because the essay addresses the preferred

habitat and diet of the bald eagle.
B. Yes, because the essay indicates that the bald eagle

is present in every U.S. state except one.
C. No, because the essay never speciflcally addresses

variations in the habitat or diet of the bald eagle.
D. No, because the essay lists changes to the environ-

ment by humans as the cause of fluctuations in the
bald eagle population.

PASSAGE IV

Jackie Robinson: Activist and Athlete

Any discussion of the history of Major League Baseball

would be incomplete without mentioning Jackie Robinson,

the league's first African-American player.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Robinson's athletic career began long before his years in

the major league. While at the University of California,

Los Angeles, Robinson played football, basketball, track,

and baseball. Making him the first student to letter in four
46

sports. Following college, Robinson played baseball in the

Negro League. Whites and African Americans played in

separate leagues because Major League Baseball was

officially segregated. @

Segregation couldn't last forever, at least according to
48

Brooklyn Dodgers' vice-president Branch Rickey, who

by choosing Jackie Robinson to help integrate major league
49

baseball. By hoping to ease the public into the change,
50

Rickey placed Robinson with the Dodgers'farm team, the

Montreal Royals, in 1945. After two years in the minors,

Robinson was finally given his shot on the Dodgers' roster.

Initially, many baseball fans and members of Robinson's
5l

team objected to having an African American on the bench.

Game-time heckling was especially common and

exceptionally cruel, as well as threats to both Robinson and
52

his family. Despite these hindrances, Robinson pushed

through. During his rookie year, he hit 12 homeruns and

helped assist the Dodgers win the national pennant. For his
53

triumphs on the baseball field, Robinson received the 1947

Rookie of the Year Award.

If the writer were to delete the phrase "because Major
League Baseball was officially segregated" from the
preceding sentence, the sentence would primarily lose:
A. the reason why African Americans did not play in

the major leagues.
B. its lighthearted and sarcastic tone.
C. the writer's expression ofregret over the obstacles

that Jackie Robinson had to overcome.
D. details that explain an apparent contradiction.

E NOCHANGE
G. forever because
H. forever;
J. forever

A. NO CHANGE
B. chose
C. choose
D. has chosen

F. NOCHANGE
G. Hope
H. Hoping
J. He was hoping

Which of the following alternatives to the underlined
portion is LEAST acceptable?
A. Starting with,
B. At first,
C. In the beginning,
D. From the outset,

E NOCHANGE
G. and included
H. so too were
J. and

A. NO CHANGE
B. helped to assist
C. assisted in helping
D. helped

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

46. F. NOCHANGE
G. baseball, making
H. baseball; making
J. baseball, and making

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

a,

53.

T
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Robinson's talent for succeeding against hard odds

impressed both the public and his teammates.ln 1949,

Robinson receiving the National League's Most Valuable 54. F. NO CHANGE
54 G. receives

H. received
J. will receive

Player Award. Robinson's accolade just kept mounting. 55. Which of the following altematives to the underlined
55 portion would NOT be acceptable?

Over the course of his career, Robinson led the Dodgers A. awards
B. honors

to several pennants, as well as victory in the 1955 World C. gifts
D. distinctions

Series.

Robinson retired in 1956, concluding a ten, year, long 56. T'. NO CHANGE
s6 G. ten years, long,

career. After retiring, Robinson worked for the cause of H. ten-year-long
J. ten Year-long

social justice. Among his most important accomplishments

were the founding of Freedom National Bank in Harlem. 57. A. NO CHANGE
5't B. was

Robinson knew that banks were crucial to sustaining a C. being
D. OMIT the underlined portion.

community, and he believed that Harlem's African

Americans needed one of their own. In its heyday, Freedom

National Bank was the largest black-owned and operated

financial institution in New York State. Following his death

in 1972, Robinson's wife established the Jackie Robinson

Foundation, which continues to honor his life and struggle

for social justice following his death. 58. fl NO CHANGE
58 1,. ln nls aDSenCe

Jackie Robinson was an example of the good that comes H, after his death
J. OMIT the underlined portion.

from integrating America's wide range of social and ethnic

groups not only baseball, but also in life. His efforts helped

pave the way for the success of African Americans to come.

His life was perhaps best summarized when Robinson said, 59. Which of the follorving alternatives to the underlined
5e portion would NOT be accePtable?

"A life is not important except in the impact it has on other A. with Robinson saying
B. when Robinson said:

lives." C. by Robinson himself, who said,
D. in Robinson's own words:

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Question 60 asks about the preceding passage as a
whole.

60. Suppose the writer's goal was to write an essay high-
lighting the impact that racial segregation had on Major
League Baseball. Does this essay fulfill that goal?
F. Yes, because while the essay is not specifically

about racial segregation, Jackie Robinson's influ-
ence on Major League Baseball worked against
segregation.

G. Yes, because this essay is about the social evolution
of Major League Baseball.

H. No, because the essay is about the life and legacy
of only one baseball playeq Jackie Robinson.

J. No, because the essay includes details about Jackie
Robinson's many awards and accomplishments.

PASSAGE V

Victory Gardens

Perhaps one of the most prosperous and successful

home-front efforts of World War II *1, *," Mctory Garden

program. Initially criticized by the government, as a poor

use of labor and resources, civilian-mana6led Mctory

Gardens became increasingly popular as more and more
63

farmers left their farms to fight overseas. This loss of

farmers led to a dramatic decrease in the domestically

produced food supply. Many Americans found themselves
64

without the day-to-day necessities of life.
61

As fbod rations tightened, the U.S. government foresaw

both the nutritive necessity and ancillary social benefits of

Victory Gardens. In the mid-1940s, the government

appealed to the public to take an active role in supporting

the nation at war. With the help of government and business

programs and resources, millions of Americans joined the
65

efforl. The government hoped that Americans would be

NO CHANGE
successfully prosperous
successful, prosperous
successful

NO CHANGE
government
government:
government;

NO CHANGE
increased
increasing
increased by

Given that all of the choices are ffue, which one would
most effectively conclude this paragraph while leading
into the next?
E NOCHANGE
G. The govemment hoped to cater to this shortage

with rarious programs.
H. In response to this decrease, the government began

to ration foods stapies such as vegetables, fiuit,
meat, eggs, and dairy products.

J. Living conditions were quite difficult for many
Americans.

61. A.
B.
C.
D.

62. F.
G.
H.
J.

63. A.
B.
C.
D.

64.

65. A. NO CHANGE
B. resources. Millions
C. resources, and millions
D. resources: millions

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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able to provide many of their own fruits and vegetables, for
66

leaving the bulk of mass-produced crops for the troops.

[1] By the end of World War II, more than 20 million
67

Americans have transformed backyards, empty lots, baseball
68

fields, schoolyards, and apartment rooftops into over

20 million Victory Gardens; which yielded between 9 and
69

l0 million tons of produce. [2]lt wasn't uncommon for

them to say, "My food is fighting!" [3] Distributed
't0

small-scale agriculture provided sustenance to American

troops and civilians alike, the sufllmer and fall crops eaten

fresh or dutifully canned for the winter and spring by

amateur gardeners. [4] For Americans young and old alike,
'71

Victory Gardens were their way of taking the fight to the
72

enemy. E
Victory Gardens were a resounding success. Thanks to

the millions of green-thumbed Americans that answered the
74

government's call for action, a serious domestic food crisis

was avoided. Although Victory Gardens are no longer

needed when America's armed forces are fighting, their

memory survives as a testament to the patriotism and

resourcefulness so characteristic of this nation.

If the author were to delete the phrase, "For Americans
young and o1d alike," the sentence would lose:
A. an explanation of how Victory Gardens allowed

people of all ages to work together in the war effort.
B. an explanation of how easy it was to maintain a

Victory Garden.
C. valuable information about who was eligible to

participate in the Victory Gardens program.
D. a logical connection to "civilians" in the preceding

sentence.

A, NOCHANGE
G. they're
H. there
J. its

For the sake of logic and coherence, the order of the
sentences in this paragraph should be:
A. NO CHANGE
B. t,3,2,4
c. 3,2,1,4
D. 2,1,4,3

F. NO CHANGE
G. whom
H. who
J. OMIT the underlined portion.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

66.

67.

68.

E NOCHANGE
G. vegetables, and then
H. vegetables,
J. vegetables, but

A. NOCHANGE
B. Following
C. Concluding
D. After completing

F. NOCHANGE
G. are transforming
H. had been transforming
J. had transformed

A. NOCHANGE
B. Gardens, and
C. Gardens,
D. Gardens:

R NO CHANGE
G. it
H. those
.I. citizens

69.

70.

7t.

72.

73.

74.
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75. Suppose the writer had decided to write an essay that
illustrates one way civilians actively supported the
American cause during World War IL Would this essay
fulfill the writer's goal?
A. Yes, because the essay makes the point that Victory

Gardens maintained by civilians were crucial for
feeding both civilians and deployed armed forces
personnel.

B. Yes, because the essay indicates that many farm
laborers had to leave their land to fight in the war.

C. No, because the essay limits its focus to the Victory
Garden program, only one of many that the U.S.
government developed to support the war effort.

D. No, because the essay implies that Victory Gardens
were easily maintained by amateur and expert
gardeners alike.

END OFTHE ENGLISHTEST
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