
Independent Reading Response Prompts 
 

Directions for each night: 

On a separate sheet of paper, compose at least 2 paragraphs (or at least ½ a 

page)  in answer to one of the questions below. Be sure to include your 

header, book information, AND indicate which question number you have 

chosen to answer. You don’t need to re-write the question- just the question 

number.  Every answer MUST be supported with details from your 

Independent Reading Book. 

FICTION: 

1.) Which character in your IR book are you most like? Why? 

2.) Who in your own life is most similar to the main character in your book? 

Why? 

3.) Compare or contrast two different characters in your IR book. How are 

they the same OR how are they different? 

4.) How is a character in your current book similar to a character in another 

IR book you have read this year? 

5.) Would you want to visit the setting in your IR book? Why or why not? 

6.) Have you ever faced a problem similar to the conflict your main 

character is dealing with? How? 

7.) Imagine that it is Christmas time. The main character in your book is 

writing a letter to Santa Claus. What does he/she ask for? Why? 

8.) If the main character in your book could travel to any place in the world, 

where would they go? Why? How do you know? 

9.) Would you want to be friends with the main character in your book? 

Why or why not? 

10.) If your book has a mean or rude character in it… do you feel sorry for 

this character in any way? Why? 

11.) Imagine that the main character in your book comes over to your house 

for a dinner with your family. What do you talk about? What do you eat? 

What do they think of your family? 

12.) Think of the conflict your main character is dealing with. What is one 

prediction you have for how your main character will solve this conflict? 

13.) If your main character is a child: What job do you think this character 

would like to have when they grow up? Why? 

14.) If you main character is an adult: What kind of kid do you think this 

person was? Why? 

15.) Is there an action the main character in you IR book takes that you 

disagree with? Why? What would you have done instead? 
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information, AND indicate which question number you have chosen to answer. You 
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be supported with details from your Independent Reading Book. 

 

NONFICTION: 

1.) Choose 3 facts you learned about the topic of your book, and why these 

facts are significant. 

2.) Choose one thing you learned that surprised or startled you, and why. 

In you are reading about a PLACE: 

3.) Would you want to visit this place? Why or why not? 

4.) How is this place similar to or different from the place where you live? 

5.) What sort of people/plants/animals live in this place? How do you know? 

If you are reading about a PERSON (biography or autobiography): 

6.) Would you want to be friends with this person? Why or why not? 

7.) If you were to meet this person, what are three questions you would 

want to ask them about themselves? Why? 

8.) Imagine that you are going to buy this person a gift for their birthday. 

What do you decide to buy them, and why? (You can spend as much money 

as you need) 

9.) If you could go back in time to any point in this person’s life, what would 

it be and why? 

 

POETRY 

1.) What was the author’s theme or message in this poem? How do you 

know? 

2.) List one example of the author’s use of poetic devices, and explain what 

it means. 

3.) Compose a new stanza for this poem, continuing the topic that the poet 

began with. 

4.) Compose a brief poem in response to this poem. Make it about a similar 

topic or style. 

5.) List your favorite image from the poem and explain why you like it so 

much. 

6.) How does this poem make you feel? Why? 
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