
Sample Bnaktalk1 

I loved I Am the Messenger. It took me about twenty pages to warm up to it, and then I 

was so hooked 1 read it in two days. It's a 10, for sure.-

The main character is Ed Kennedy. He's nineteen and rootless—finished with school, 

hanging out with his friends and the world's smelliest dog. playing cards, failing to attract the 

girl he loves, living in a shack, driving a taxi to make ends meet". In the opening scene he 

surprises himself by foiling a bank robber, and he gets his picture in the local paper. And then 

playing cards start arriving—one at a time, all but one of them an ace—on which someone has 

written coded messages to Ed about people who need his help—missions that are sometimes 

violent, sometimes sweet, and that circle back in these odd but essential ways to Ed's life4. The 

book seems to be about ambition, and change. Ed and his friends are stuck in their ruts: their 

lives lack meaning, and for the first time, Ed is now doing something for other people". 

The questions I had through the whole book are who's sending the cards and controlling 

his life? And why? The answer is a total surprise0. This is an ending you may need to read 

twice—like Cormier's 1 Am the Cheese—-to appreciate it. Oh, and by the way, you'll want to turn 

the page and check out the photo of the author when you're done with the book. And I think I'm 

already on the verge of giving away too much". 

1 Am the Messenger is humorous, mysterious, contemporary realistic fiction—so funny in 

parts, especially the dialogue, that I laughed out loud. There's genuine cleverness, character and 

heart heres. 

1 taken from In the Middle by Nancy Atwell 
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Booktalk Rubric 

B 

Volume No one had to ask me 

to speak up. 

Someone had to ask 

me to speak up only 

oncE. 

Someone had to ask me 

to speak up more than 

once. 

Others had to continually 

ask me to speak up. 

Protagonist 1 gave a detailed 

description of the main 

character: his 

personality and what 

kind of person he is. 

I mentioned the 

protagonist's name, but 

gave very little 

information about him. 

I didn't describe the 

protagonist, ar I didn't 

mention him at all. 

Plot 1 gave enough 

information that 

others knew the 

problem in the story 

without my giving too 

much away. 

I gave very little 

information about the 

problem in the story; 

other students were 

confused about what the 

story was about. 

I gave no information about 

the problem in the story, or 

if I did. I gave away the 

ending and/or spoiled any 

surprises. 

Theme 1 identified at least one 

theme in my 

description of the book 

and gave evidence of 

the theme. 

I rated my book 

enthusiastically and 

gave at least two 

reasons why I laved it 

and others should read 

I identified a theme but 

couldn't give any 

evidence for how the 

theme connected to the 

book. 

I didn't identify a theme at 

all. 

I didn't rate my book at all. Endorsement I rated my book 

enthusiastically but 

only gave one reason 

why I loved it and why 

others should read it. 

I didn't rate my book that 

enthusiastically or if I 

did. I didn't give any 

reasons for my loving it. 

it. 


